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to read young-adult 
novels, fans got mad. 
And we got even by 
reimagining literary 
classics as YA books. 
BY STEPHAN LEE 
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Blood Before the HBO 
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stars Anna Paquin and 
Stephen Moyer look 
back (and open up their 
personal photo album) 
for EW. By TIM STACK 
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Should See Mark 
Ruffalo and Catherine 
ai, brainstormed a 
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or their 17-year-old 
Begin Again costar, 
Hailee Steinfeld. 
BY JEFF LABRECQUE 
40 Sam Smith 
This is the last time 
we'll ever have to 
introduce you to Smith. 
Unless, like 1.5 million 
iTunes customers, 
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The stars of the HBO 
hit True Blood, real-' 
MicMalUtsoy-larelrelareRUVIis 
Stephen Moyer and 
Anna Paquin, are 

used to getting inti- 
mateinfront ofthe / 
cameras—including / 
at EW’s photo shoot. 
But it was another 
setup that piqued 

the interest of Moyer, 
who’ a photographer 
himself (see page 26 
for his pictures from 
the set). “Stephen 

was really interested 

in the sparklers 

setup because he 
remembered these 


ON THE COVER 


famous photographs 
done with Picasso 
where he's painting / 
in the air with a light,” 
says photographer 
Robert Trachtén- 
berg, who adds that 
the pair were “fast, 
easy, and terrific 

to work with.” 
Clearly, the couple 
that slays together 
stays together. 
—Chancellor Agard 


Anna Paquin and Stephen Moyer photo- 
graphed exclusively for EW by Robert 
Trachtenberg on June 12, 2014, in Los Angeles 
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KILLER CONTEST 

Bring home a bit of 

Bon Temps with EW’s 
True to the End sweep- 
stakes. Head to ew.com/ 
sweeps through July 12 
for a chance to wina 
complete set of True 
Blood episodes to date, 
True Blood tumblers, and 
season 6 of the show 

on Blu-ray. Winners will 
be selected on July 25. 
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FEEDBACK 


WRITE TOUS! > EW_LETTERS@GEW.COM 


Beautiful Boy 
Your review of The 
Fault in Our Stars 
(Movies) was not 
“okay’—and that’s 
coming from a 
middle-aged mom 
who introduced the 
book to her tween 
daughters. This 

is the most faithful 
book-to-movie 
adaptation I've ever 
seen. Yes, Gus 
seems a bit “too 
good to be true” 

(in both the movie 
and the book), but 
what girl, or woman, 
doesn’t dream 


of that? 


STEPH MARTIN 
Lakewood, Colo. 


Naughty Bits 
When | received 
the Jessica Alba 
cover, | was Sur- 
prised by how racy 
it was, but then 


| remembered it was 
the Summer Must 
List and it had been 
done before (Ryan 
Reynolds in 2009). 
Then | got Masters 
of Sex’s equally 

racy cover. While 
the occasional pinup 
isn’t a bad thing, 
having it every week 
degrades the quality 
of EW, in my opinion. 


JAMIE SCHUMAKER 
Michigan City, Ind. 


_@ The editors 


respond... Surely you 
noticed our restraint 

in keeping Channing 
Tatum’s shirt on for the 
22 Jump Street cover— 
no easy feat! Seriously, 
though, the caliber of the 
stars’ work still reigns 
supreme, but when it 
comes to Masters of Sex, 
provocative imagery does 
speak to the nature of the 
show. It doesn’t have Sex 
in the title for nothing. 


Summer Bummer 
Jason Dertilo, Demi 
Lovato, 5 Seconds 
of Summer, and 
many others are 
competing for the 
song of summer 
(Music). Like Green 
Day said, wake me 
up when September 
ends...with the fall 
release of a new 


Ansel Elgort and 
Shailene Woodley in 
The Fault in Our Stars 


OITNB: Character Check-In 


Readers profile some of Orange Is the New Black’s most intriguing 
inmates, who’ve muscled their way to the forefront in season 2 


Suzanne 
Suzanne is incredibly 
insecure. Vee is able to 
manipulate her quite 
easily, and once she's in 
that circle, it’s the first 
time we've seen her with 
friends. —Hellen 


Gloria 
It’s not that Gloria doesn’t 
have power, it’s just 
that she knows how to 
pick her battles and play a 
long game. She doesn’t 
get angry..she gets even. 


Morello 

You've always wanted to 

empathize with Morello 

because she seems like a 

sweet kid who just got 

caught up in a bad way. Her 
episode turns that idea on 
its head. —Michael Grooms 


Poussey 
The sex scene in Poussey’s 
backstory—I was not pre- 
pared for that! Wow!!! She’s 
an awesome character. | 
love that she is smart and 
not a follower; she thinks 


Taystee 
She has a naive way of 


thinking about the world. 
She really thinks as long as 
she works hard and gives 
her all at something, it'll 
come to her, whether it be 


work or family. —Jai 


Rosa 


Her story was a real gem. 


Rosa is a beautiful soul 


who happened to take joy 


in robbing banks, and 
| loved her kinship 
with her chemo buddy. 


—meronym 


things through. —DenyseP 


—Babyinastraightjacket 


For more info on the ladies of Litchfield, tune in to Entertainment Weekly Radio Channel 105 on SiriusXM 
July 3 at 7 p.m. for an OITNB special featuring interviews with Taylor Schilling, Uzo Aduba, and more. 


Foo Fighters album. 
You can keep all 


that summer stuff. 


ERIK WEISS 
Houma, La. 


Harsh Reality 

Re: the Janoskians 
(Insider): | realize 
that since the advent 
of reality television 
shows and YouTube, 
audiences have 
gotten even less 
discerning about 
what they are will- 
ing to watch. But 


the Janoskians? 
Has the bar really 
been set that low? 
Do they really 
deserve a recording 
deal, a feature- 
film deal, anda 
clothing line? I'd 
say it’s madness, 
but it’s more akin 


to sadness. 


MARK SCHLAZER 
Boca Raton, Fla. 


Angelou (Legacy). 
In addition to her 
memoirs and 

other works, | most 
remember her 
smothered-chicken 
recipe, which reminds 
me of my grand- 
mother’s cooking 


and its Southern 


deliciousness. 


YVONNE DOWS 
San Diego 


CORRECTION 

In season 2 of Netflix’s 
Hemlock Grove, the role 
of Shelley will be played 
by Madeleine Martin 
(Summer TV Preview). 


a. CONTACT US We want to know what you think. Send 
mA emails to ew_letters@ew.com or mail to 135 W. 50th St., 
New York, NY 10020. Include your name, address, and telephone 
number. Letters may be edited for clarity or length. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Food for the Soul For 24/7 service, please use our website 

. (www.ew.com/customerservice), or call 1-800-828-6882. 
| appreciated your You can also write to ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
tribute to Maya at P.O. Box 30608, Tampa, FL 33630-0608. 
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LOGO 
TRAILBLAZERS 


HONOREES INCLUDE 

EDIE WINDSOR AND ROBERTA KAPLAN 
JASON COLLINS 

ORANGE IS THE NEW BLACK 


APPEARANCES BY 

DANIEL RADCLIFFE / JARED LETO 

KYLIE MINOGUE / ARIANA GRANDE / RITA ORA 
A GREAT BIG WORLD AND MORE 


ONLY ON LOGO 


THURSDAY, JUNE 26 9/8c 


Honoring those who carve 
new paths to progress. 


The Week’s Best 


“What if Dad just fornicated his way 
across the country and we 
have 18 siblings we’ve never met?!” 


—Evan (Paulo Costanzo) to brother 
Hank (Mark Feuerstein), after learning they 
have a sister, on Royal Pains 


“Food trucks are au 
courant. That means 
‘hipster’ in French.” 


—Val (Desi Lydic), explaining 
the menu for her high 
school reunion, on Awkward 


“Oh, and Mr. Peanut 
called, and he said 


he'd be happy to y™ 
lend you his top hat.” —_ 4 
—Donna (Sarah Rafferty), f 


making fun of 
Mike's (Patrick J. Adams) 
vest, on Suits 


“Game of Thrones 
author George 
R.R. Martin joined 
Twitter this week. 


“| thought we had 
Cate Blanchett 
with the budget.” 
—Jenko (Channing 


And get this, he Tatum), at tek the 
term “carte blanche,” in 
already has 22 Jump Street 


80,000 follow- 

ers—and that’s 

just the cast of 
Game of Thrones.” 


—Jimmy Fallon on 
The Tonight Show 


“God, this is the 
loneliest place I’ve 
ever been, and 
| lived alone in a tree 
for eight months.” 


—Brook Soso (Kimiko Glenn) on 
Orange Is the New Black 


“Tl 


“It wasn’t just a peck on 
the cheek. They were 
going at it like a soldier 
returning home 
to his wife...in a porno.” 


—Owen (Lex Medlin), after 

seeing Jane (Brooke Elliott) 

and lan Veffrey Pierce) kiss, 
on Drop Dead Diva 


“This is why | J 
never married. Vee ~ 
Well, this 7 

and one other 
reason.” v > 


—Gobber (Craig Ferguson), 
alluding to being gay, in How ~ 
to Train Your Dragon 2 \ ir = 


LYDIC: MATTHIAS CLAMER/MTV; RAFFERTY: IAN WATSON/USA NETWORK; COSTANZO: ADAMO DI LORETO/USA NETWORK; FALLON: LLOYD BISHOP/NBC; 
6 EW.COM June 27, 2014 TATUM: GLEN WILSON; GLENN: ALI GOLDSTEIN/NETFLIX; MEDLIN: USA NETWORK; HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 2: DREAMWORKS ANIMATION 


/ y eon Rca eked. Make) 
Yf 


PoriN OW PIERCE 


‘A SUPERB MASTERPIECE 
OF SCIENCE FICTION 


WITH SOME OF THE BEST ACTION SEQUENCES IN MOVIE HISTORY.” 


-MTV 


f \ 


EVANS KANG HO SWINTON BELL SPENCER .-HURT HARRIS 


IN THEATERS JUNE 27 


E/snowpiercerofficial + www.thesacredengine.com 


enjoying the cool, refreshing breeze 
caming cif the fan for ay long as I can. 


Ret 1. ver those foodie parties your 
n usecit> bost back in the day at 
acuse with all her friends? Pamela 
oman dehind it all. We walk 
im-tier “wall of fame” where 
i. eourtsutos of the bell-bottom 


F } caving darama dancing up 
x j ott Or cooing a hot gourmet 
Pa acct: These kinds of parties were a 
F distant memory. Till now. 
mS 


Fanci s fovaie arties hit their stride 
1982. It wes party after party and 
ine «>.> the dancing just stopped. 


«Jay Panelais back and we 
cat Tot inirst to succeed is 
bay ever: He? Rew hit.évents 


ou bas ime reotoe vet op feel, but is 


WE GES Sls iar wiry, 


Wid. “really refreshing is celebs 
areynaking it the toast of the town 
ene wraging peop's to get out there 
and gee their heart rate going. 


‘How wri xor.able to tap back into 
the ma.ustreair. ecsily? Not all ‘70s 
legenus are so luckyS, Task. 


. mela smiles and pauses. 


“Not to sound cliché, but I think I’ve 
always been young at heart. It doesn’t 
hurt that ney. daughter helped me a ton. 
That’s been so refreshing.” 


Pamtela’s daughter is another 

events pranning wunderkind with 
exhilarating: ction. There is a 
definitive differenc.*n their styles as 
one wouldiniagine. 


Together they ve created a fresh 
events platform meldizg past and 
present seamlessly where you tap 
dance a bit apd then you taste great 
food. It just mexes everyone feel so 
invigorated and that positive energy 
really spreads. 


“T’m lucky to be able to work with 


NESTED : my daughter and to put something 
~~) Take the Nestea Plunge. . Nestle out there that’s really revitalizing,” 
Goh Gtiso. Macdesjfgorn redkiec |iVas, Good Food, Good Life says Pamela with her trademark big, 
happy smile. m 


#nestedplunge 


DEL REY: SPLASH NEWS; AUERBACH: JASON LAVERIS/FILMMAGIC.COM; ALMOST ROYAL: © BURNING BRIGHT PRODUCTIONS/BBC AMERICA; SUITS: IAN WATSON/USA NETWORK 


The Top 10 Things We Love This Week 


~MUSTLI 


ULTRAVIOLENCE, 
Lana Del Rey 
Del Rey’s latest— 
lushly produced by 
Black Keys frontman 
Dan Auerbach—is a 
summer-noir swoon 
packed with so much 
atmosphere, it 
could soundtrack a 
Raymond Chandler 
rewrite of Valley FReree 

of the Dolls. Wsiitailii 


NEW YORK CITY IN 3D IN THE 
GILDED AGE You can get a glimpse of 
Edith Wharton’s world with this luxe 
New-York 
Historical 
Society-curated 
collection of 
3-D photo- 
graphs of the 
4 Big Apple from 

the 1870s to 
ALMOST ROYAL Two British 1900. (There’s 
actors (a dynamite Ed Gamble and also a 160-page 
Amy Hoggart) punk Americans into think- book by Esther 
ing they're aristocrats in a winningly silly Crain.) Stereo- 
comedy/reality series, debuting on June 21. scopic glasses 
(BBC America, Saturdays, 10 p.m.) included! 


Ty eres . eeeeeee 
=~ toe siete peat ord 


F 


SUITS USAs greatest not-so-guilty 

pleasure (now in its intense fourth 
season) is exactly what you want in 
summer: a perfect blend of serious and 
sexy, set inside the most stylish office on 
TV. (USA, Wednesdays, 9 p.m.) 
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“WHAT 
IS THIS 
HEART?,” How 


to Dress Well 


Tom Krell may be 
lauded by indie- 
music blogs, but 
his latest isn’t just 
a soundtrack for 
hipster dinner 


4 


continue to walk a fine line between brutal hardcore, bespectacled math rock, and arena- 


parties; it’sa ready melody—especially on the noisy nightmares “The Motherload” and “Feast Your Eyes.” 
luminous sonic 

mood ring, veer- CALL YOUR GIRLFRIEND podcast 
ing from falsetto i 
ballads to Prince-ly 
R&B intimacies. 


Long-distance besties Ann Friedman and 
Aminatou Sow host the biweekly chatfest, 
covering everything from Kimye to caftans 
to media sexism. Put it on your speed dial! 


( ’ p 

A SUMMER’S TALE ( é ) 
rerelease Ah, /amour. Director 

Eric Rohmer’'s breezy 1996 French film 


about a young mathematician and his three 
holiday trysts in Brittany is finally getting 
its theatrical due Stateside. (Not Rated) 


- 


EVERYTHING 
I NEVER TOLD 
YOU, by Celeste Ng 
Both a propulsive 
mystery and a pro- 
found examination of 
a mixed-race family, 
Ng’s explosive debut 


MUST LIST APP! chronicles the plight BORGMAN This surreal suburban chiller finds 
You can sample and download songs, of Marilyn and a charismatic vagabond disrupting the lives of an 

buy movie tickets, see videos, and James Lee after their upper-middle-class family. The Dutch film is visually stunning, 
more with EW's Must List iPad and favored daughter is aggressively original, and deeply disturbing—a welcome 
iPhone app, available at iTunes. found dead ina lake. antidote to sunny summer fare. (Not Rated) 
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YOUR GELATO MOMENT HAS ARRIVED 


A delicious trio of textures. 
Creamy gelato, luscious sauces and gourmet toppings. 


NG (eo) pee e718 
Bn 
\@ PCAC Le Vey 


VANILLA CARAMEL TRIPLE CHOCOLATE — RASPBERRY CHEESECAKE TIRAMISU (Indulgences 


© 2014 Unilever 


STAR WARS NEWS: HOW BADLY WAS HARRISON FORD HURT? SEE PAGE 16 / 


NEWS”NOTES* 


WELL, THAT WAS INTENSE. HBO’s Game of Thrones 

a ‘ag e ve a finished its most watched and arguably best season yet 

with another gory stakes-raising finale shake-up on 

i Wh t? June 15. But for the first time in the show’s history, the 
Oovw al Oo future looks as murky as Melisandre’s visions. Produc- 


ers have expertly mined the first three of George R.R. 
Martin’s five published novels in his A Song of Ice and 
Fire saga, with a few story lines already drawing from 
material in the fourth and fifth books (A Feast for Crows 
and A Dance With Dragons). You’d think that would 
leave plenty of material for season 5, but it’s not that 
simple—many of the show’s most popular characters 
don’t appear in Martin’s fourth book. (Feast also has a 
BY JAMES HIBBERD major subplot set in the Iron Islands that seems likely 
to be left out.) And much of what does occur with lead- 
ing characters such as Tyrion, Daenerys, and Jon 
Snow could be described as transitional action (read: 


SAOVWI ALLI9/NMOU ‘W D1N3GSys :GYOs 
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YGRITTE, THE HOUND, TY WIN, LYSA, GRENN, JOJEN, LOCKE, OBERYN, PYP: HELEN SLOAN/HBO (9); SHAE: NEIL DAVIDSON/HBO; STYR: HBO; JOFFREY: MACALL B. POLAY/HBO 


YGRITTE 
Jon Snow knows one thing—his wildling love took an 
arrow to the back. 


CAPs 


LYSA STYR 
Goodnight, Moon Door. Stop—it’s hammer time! 


JOJEN LOCKE 
Stabbed by a reanimated How did his neck get 
skeleton (and his ownsis- snapped? Hodor (with 


ter). He was sick anyway. an assist from Bran). 


NEWS AND NOTES 


The Most Dangerous Game 


Brutal, bloody, and routinely heartbreaking, Game of Thrones may well have the 
highest body count on television. We honor all the characters we loved and lost on 
the HBO drama this season. (Obligatory spoiler alert.) —Marc Snetiker 


re 


THE HOUND SHAE 

Presumed dead. Hell Choked by her necklace 
hath no fury like and her sorrowful dwarf 
two women scorned. ex-lover. 


GRENN JOFFREY 
Bravely recited the Suffered from that 
Night’s Watch oath fatal combination 


of poisonous refresh- 
ments and general 
D-baggery. 


before being slain by 
a giant. Aww...now, 
that’s dedication. 


OBERYN PYP 

Always kept his eye Died while aiming an 

on the prize. Until he arrow. Should have been 
couldn't. shooting it. 


TYWIN 
Shot through the heart, and Tyrion’s to blame. 


LET’S NOT FORGET... 


RAST A rapist and raider-turned-delicious direwolf 
dinner. 

RORGE Poked with a Needle by Arya Stark. 

DONTOS Sansa’‘s rescuer was paid with a crossbow to 
the chest. (Thanks a lot, Baelish.) 

KARL The mutineering Night's Watchman got a sword 
in the skull (and out the mouth). 

BITER He died doing what he loved: biting the Hound's 
bare flesh. 


POLLIVER Learned the hard way that you do not 
want to make Arya angry. 


snoozy by Thrones’ epic standards). 
Showrunners David Benioff and Dan 
Weiss say they plan to double-fist from 
both Feast and Dragons for season 5, 
which could get them near the end 
of Martin’s published material. (Every- 
one’s hoping the author’s next 


drafts of each episode, we see no reason 
why the coming season shouldn’t be the 
strongest yet.” 

Going into the next two books, fan 
favorite/father killer Tyrion (Peter 
Dinklage) is now a fugitive, while several 

of the younger characters 


book in the saga, the eagerly THERE’S NO have assumed intriguing new 
awaited The Winds of Winter, CERTAINTY positions that set the stage 
will be released before the THAT WHAT for a power shift to the next 
Thrones team starts work on HAPPENS NEXT generation. With the HBO 
season 6.) “For season 5, the Leila reel version increasingly takin 
Lanai otiie WILLFOLLOW  ‘ By 8 
fear started to dissipatewhen THE BOOKS. its own unique path, there’s 


we outlined it and realized 

how much story we had to tell,” the show- 
runners assure EW via email. “Now 
that we’re nearly finished with the first 


also no certainty that what 
happens next on the show will follow the 
books. (Jon Snow’s mission to Craster’s 
Keep, Jojen Reed’s death, and that unfor- 


gettable Brienne-vs.-Hound fight were 
among many T'V-only moves this season 
that left fans of the source material sput- 
tering in their Dornish wine.) So for those 
who have already read the novels—and 
for fans of the show who really, truly 
don’t mind potential spoilers—here are 
some educated guesses about what 
might happen at the start of next season. 


ARYA TRAINS IN THE HOUSE OF BLACK 
AND WHITE The stabby Stark daughter 
(Maisie Williams) seeks a formal educa- 
tion in—what else?—assassination by 
training at the home of the Faceless Men, 
who use stealth and disguises to kill 
their victims. 
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a 
"Emilia Clarke 
as Daenerys 


WE'LL PAY A VISIT TO DORNE We all 
loved polyamorous vengeance-seeking 
Prince Oberyn (Pedro Pascal), right up 
until his horrific skull-smashing death. 
In season 5, expect some of the action to 
shift to his homeland of Dorne (the 
scenes will likely be shot in Spain), 
where we could meet the Sand Snakes— 
Oberyn’s equally vengeful daughters. 


“Who wouldn’t want to hang out in 
Dorne?” the showrunners tease. “They 
have admirable values and priorities.” 


TYRION HITS THE ROAD With sister 
Cersei (Lena Headey) putting a massive 
bounty on his head, a guilt-ridden Tyrion 
tries to stay inconspicuous as he explores 
Essos and grows ever more curious 
about a certain dragon queen. 


CERSEI, DANY, AND JON FACE LEADER- 
SHIP CHALLENGES All three encounter 
opposition as they run their respective 
corners of the world. Cersei rules Weste- 


igahc Hempstead- 
Wright as Bran 


te 


ros with a paranoid iron fist, which of 
course breeds resentment. Despite the 
best efforts of Daenerys (Emilia Clarke), 
her ex-slave city teeters on the brink of 
rebellion. And Jon (Kit Harington) strug- 
gles to ready the Night’s Watch for the 
White Walker threat. 


WINTERFELL IS BACK? There’s a reason 
the Stark ancestral home has remained 
in the show’s credits as a smoldering 
ruin. Winterfell could return to the 
show’s foreground, except with Ramsay 
Bolton (Iwan Rheon) as its sinister new 
master. 


Do Short Comics Have Bigger...Box Office? 


Kevin Hart may be short (he cops to being 5’4”), but his movies are huge—and he's expected to win big again this weekend in 


Think Like a Man Too. How does he measure up to other super-successful comedians? —Nina Terrero 


THE HEAT 


RIDE ALONG 
SISTER ACT 


WHOOPI 
GOLDBERG 


$2.2M 
PER INCH 


KEVIN HART 


$2.1M 
PER INCH 


MELISSA 
McCARTHY 


$2.5M 
PER INCH 
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MEET THE FOCKERS 


BEVERLY HILLS COP e 


BIG DADDY 


EDDIE MURPHY 


$3.8M 
PER INCH 


ADAM SANDLER 


$2.3M 
PER INCH 


BEN STILLER 


$4.2M 
PER INCH 


JIM CARREY 


$3.5M 
PER INCH 


$300 


: 


$260 


& 


> $250 


WEDDING CRASHERS 


>$200 


HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS 


ELF 


> $150 


>$100 


> $50 


>$0 


VINCE VAUGHN 


$2.7M 
PER INCH 


WILL FERRELL 


$2.3M 
PER INCH 


MOST SUCCESSFUL STARRING ROLE, EXCLUDING ANIMATED FILMS; FIGURES ARE DOMESTIC GROSSES 
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STUESU Te 


STREAM STUNNING WIRELESS SOUND 
THROUGHOUT YOUR ENTIRE HOME. 


(Finally, innovation that’s music to your ears.) 


The Samsung Shape™ Wireless Audio System. 


gab ielale| 

Now you can control, stream and listen to music throughout your home. Sa su 

Play one song in one room or many rooms — even play multiple songs in S I+] A p EF 
multiple rooms. All with an easy-to-use mobile app. 


© 2014 Samsung Electronics America, Inc. All rights reserved. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. All products, logos and brand names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies. 


NEWS AND NOTES 


HOLLYWOOD . 
INSIDER 


Michael Keaton and 
Edward Norton 


What’s Going 
on Behind 
the Scenes 


Keaton Flies as Birdman 


Coming out swinging! Michael Keaton is back in the spotlight—and 
sending up his own superhero legacy—in a black comedy. 


When Alejandro Gonzalez Ifarritu’s Birdman hits 
theaters on Oct. 17, moviegoers will see Michael 
Keaton in a role unlike anything he’s done before: 
an actor named Riggan Thomson who has an 
emotional breakdown while trying to direct and 
star in a Broadway play. They'll also see Keaton 
in a role eerily like something he’s done before: 
Birdman, the Batman-esque superhero char- 
acter that made Thomson famous. “There was a 
second of me going, ‘Is this too on-the-head? Me 
playing a guy who plays this iconic character?’” 
says Keaton. (He insists the role wasn’t written 
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specifically for him.) “I actually related to this 
character probably less than any other char- 
acter I’ve played. I’m not that indulgent, I don’t 
think.” As a director, Gonzalez Inarritu (Babel) 
required intense rehearsals and long, intricately 
choreographed shots. That process, Keaton 
says, “wore me out like no movie I’ve ever done.” 
In some absurd scenes, like the moment when 
Thomson dukes it out in an inept fistfight with a 
nearly naked castmate (Edward Norton), the 
actor had a less technical challenge: “I was just 
trying not to laugh.” —Adam Markovitz 


STAR WARS 


Harrison 
Ford’s Injury 
Causes 
Shooting 
Shake-Up 


At least no one got 
his hand cut off this 
time. Harrison Ford, 
71, was hospitalized 
after suffering an 
ankle injury on June 
12 while shooting a 
scene on the set of 
Star Wars: Episode 
VI. Sources close to 
the production say 
Ford is recovering 
well, but the extent 
of the damage hasn't 
been released. (The 
actor’s son, restaura- 
teur Ben Ford, told 
Access Hollywood 
that the break may 
require a plate and 
screws to heal prop- 
erly.) Producers are 
trying to keep the 
movie on track by 
reconfiguring the 
shooting schedule to 
accommodate Ford's 
temporary absence. It 
could take weeks (or 
months) to get Han 
fully on his feet, but 
the filmmakers are 
exploring ways to get 
him back on camera 
before that. Right now 
the Dec. 18, 2015, 
release date remains 
unchanged. Here’s 
to a (light) speedy 
recovery. 

—Anthony Breznican 
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SUMMER BETTER THAN OTHERS. 


{ Yendys New Strawberry Fields Chicken Salad. California strawberries, 
Applewood Smoked Bacon, honey-roasted sunflower seeds and crumbled bleu cheese. 
A salad that’s better than you'd expect from a hamburger place - or possibly any place. 

To see exactly what goes into making a better salad, visit wendys.com/salads. 
Now that’s better® 


NEWS AND NOTES INSIDER 


MORE ON EW.COM > For more movie and TV news, go to insidemovies.ew.com © aS & insidetv.ew.com | / | 


Evil Gets aMakeover in Disney Channel's Descendants 


Make way, Angelina Jolie—there’s a new Maleficent in town. Kristin Chenoweth dons the iconic horns in Disney Channel's 
original movie Descendants, which centers on a prep school attended by the children of classic Disney villains. (To keep the 
balance of good and evil, the offspring of do-gooders, including Mulan and Sleeping Beauty, are also enrolled.) The musical 
adventure, directed by Kenny Ortega isn’t slated until 2015, but here's a peek at some of the main meanies. —MARC SNETIKER 


MALEFICENT’S DAUGHTER, MAL 
Motherhood has not softened the Sleep- 
ing Beauty baddie (Chenoweth, seen here 
ina behind-the-scenes shot with Mal, Liv 
and Maddie star Dove Cameron). Ortega 
explains, “Maleficent’s essentially saying, 
‘When | was your age, | was already ruling 
the world, and you're [wasting your 
talents] stealing candy from a baby.” 


THE EVIL QUEEN’S DAUGHTER, EVIE 
Newcomer Sofia Carson plays Evie, 

the boy-crazy progeny of Snow 
White's self-centered Evil Queen, who 
will be portrayed by frequent Ortega 
collaborator Kathy Najimy (Hocus 
Pocus). “Her Evil Queen is so special 
and so hilarious, and the work she does 
with Kristin is just top form.” 


The Buzziest Games at E3 


These upcoming titles had gamers swooning at the 
annual electronics expo in L.A. from June 10 to 12 


1, Far Cry 4 Ubisoft's nature-destroying shooter keeps getting better, 
now featuring cool multiplayer options. Also, you can ride an elephant. 
2. Batman: Arkham Knight Rocksteady’s much-praised Arkham 
series arrives on next-gen consoles. The Dark Knight has to face off 
against enemies old and new. Now with 100 percent more Batmobile! 
3. Super Smash Bros. for Wii U Mega Man and Pac-Man join the 
lineup of Nintendo's nostalgia-baiting fighting game. Add in the 
recently announced Zelda and Star Fox games, and Wii U could 
finally be having a moment. 

4. No Man’s Sky This year’s indie sensation is a gorgeous space 
adventure that promises infinite possibilities..made by Hello 
Games, a company with only 10 employees. —Darren Franich 


a 


CRUELLA’S SON, CARLOS 

The inclusion of 101 Dalmatians’ 
canine-coat lover and her son, Carlos 
(Cameron Boyce, star of the Disney 
show Jessie), was a Selling point for 
Ortega. “Growing up, Cruella was one 
of my favorite characters.” Despite 
the matriarch’s penchant for puppies, 


| her kiddo is oddly terrified of dogs. 


JAFAR’S SON, JAY 

Played by Booboo Stewart (X-Men: 
Days of Future Past and the Twilight 
films), Jay is a sticky-fingered rebel- 
without-a-cause type who’s trying 
desperately to win approval from his 
emotionally distant father, Aladdin’s 
nefarious nemesis. Hmm...bet a genie 
could make that happen. 
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INTRODUCING 


amazon firel V 


& Use voice search to quickly find TV shows, 


movies, actors, directors, apps and games. 


The easiest way to watch Netflix, Hulu Plus, 


Amazon Instant Video, and more. 


(9 Watch hundreds of thousands of movies and TV 


episodes like Game of Thrones, including exclusives 


such as Alpha House and Under the Dome on AlV. 


Search 


YH revenge | it nih 

a > Srl 
LIFEo*PI f e) by ate 7° 
epee 2Mazon ey 


4 


Movies 1 oll 


I [ H 


Now available on Amazon Instant Video: 
Game of Thrones, 12 Years a Slave and much more. 


LEGACY 


1932-2014 


The Voice 
Of Pop 


Casey Kasem, who died on June 15 at 
age 82, brought people together with 
the power of radio and gave life to iconic 
cartoon characters. A look at his pop 
culture contributions. -KYLE ANDERSON 


AMERICAN TOP 40 

It’s hard to imagine radio was once moving 
toward less hit-oriented formats, but Kasem 
changed all that when he debuted American 
Top 40, his weekly syndicated countdown 
show, in 1970. His show also played a role in 
the 90s pop renaissance featuring the Back- 
street Boys (above) and Britney Spears. 


SCOOBY-DOO 

Zoinks! Kasem voiced | 
Norville “Shaggy” 
Rogers on Scooby-Doo, 
Where Are You!, which 
premiered in 1969. (In 

fact, he played Shaggy 

in various Scooby 

tales until 2009.) 


RYAN SEACREST MEMORABLE ROLES IN CLASSIC ’TOONS 
Kasem inspired His unmistakable voice helped him earn roles 
generations on several popular animated series, such as 
of would-be DJs, Josie and the Pussycats (he played band 
including the manager Alexander), Transformers (Cliff- 
American Idol jumper), and Super Friends (Robin, below). 


host, who took 
over hosting 


“ =z 
see ONE ATAO in 2004, ee 
GROUND AND = wis 
Paes “LONG DISTANCE DEDICATIONS” 289 
The inspirational The DJ brought a new level of interactivity RSS 
catchphrase that to his radio show when he started doing O38 
closed most - his signature “Long Distance Dedications” ase 
every Kasem SAVED BY THEBELL | segment in 1978. The mailed-in song 505 
broadcast was Kasem showed up requests were often to honor lost lovers Sax 
coined in 1956, ina1989 episode or estranged family members, but his 238 
when he was a as the host of most famous came in 1986, when he zne 
DJ in his home a dance contest. memorialized the crew of the Challenger ag2 
state of Michigan. Screech won. | disaster with Styx’s “Come Sail Away.” 282 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


DEE: CHARLES DEL VECCHIO/THE WASHINGTON POST/GETTY IMAGES; BLACKSTOCK AND CLARKSON: KEVIN WINTER/GETTY IMAGES; MORGAN: FRANK MICELOTTA/GETTY IMAGES; JOLIE: YUNUS KAYMAZ/ANADOLU AGENCY/GETTY IMAGES; GRIFFIN: FAYESVISION/WENN.COM 


RU BY DEE Ruby Dee at the 3 
1922-2014 March on Washington 
in 1963 


Beloved Actress 
And Activist 


Screen star Ruby Dee used her fame to shed light on 


social injustice in America 


RUBY DEE MAY HAVE been 
diminutive in stature, but the 
Oscar-nominated actress was 
still a force to be reckoned with. 
Known for both her captivating 
onscreen presence in films 
including 1961's A Raisin in the 
Sun and 1989’s Do the Right 
Thing and her passionate advo- 
cacy of racial equality, Dee 
died on June 11 at her home in 
New Rochelle, NY, at the age of 
91. Born in Cleveland as Ruby 
Ann Wallace and raised in 
Harlem, Dee started in the film 
business when opportunities for 
African-American actresses 
were woefully limited, but she 
proved to be a powerful presence 


opposite such revered costars as 
Sidney Poitier. Still, her heart was 
in her humanitarian work. She 
and husband Ossie Davis emceed 
the 1963 March on Washington, 
and continued to be vocal activ- 
ists and protesters for the rest of 
their lives (Davis died in 2005). 
Although Dee didn’t win that 
Oscar for playing Denzel Wash- 
ington’s feisty mother in 2007's 
American Gangster, her legacy is 
so much larger than a gold statu- 
ette. As President Barack Obama 
said, “Ruby paved the way for 
generations of black actors and 
actresses, and inspired African- 
American women across our 
country.” —LINDSEY BAHR 


UPDATE by auto. He’s out recognition of her RECOVERING 

Comedian Tracy on $50,000 bail. efforts to raise Formula One 

Morgan, 45, has global awareness star Michael 

been upgraded to far WEDDINGS about violence Schumacher, 45, 

Brandoh Blackstock condition following Rapper Eve, 35, against women. has come out of his 
Kelly Clarkson the June 7 car crash and British designer coma and left the 

that left one man Maximillion Grenoble hospital 
BABIES dead and injured four, | Cooper, 42, tied where he had been 
Kelly Clarkson, 32, A rep for the former the knot in Ibiza, receiving treatment on June 22 in 
gave birth to a girl 30 Rock star says, Spain, on June 14... following a Dec. 29 Los Angeles. The 
on June 12. This is “His personality is... Ex-Chuck star ski accident in ceremony will 
the first child for starting to come Zachary Levi, 33, the French Alps... stream online at 
the singer and her back.” Kevin Roper, and Rookie Blue's Angelina Olympic swimmer daytimeemmys.net. 
husband, Brandon 35, the driver of the Missy Peregrym, 32, Jolie Amy Van Dyken- 
Blackstock... It's also tractor-trailer that got hitched in Mati... Rouen, 41, left the DEATHS 
a girl for ex-Office hit Morgan’s chauf- The Band Perry's ICU for a standard Writer and illustrator 
star Jenna Fischer, —_feured limo bus, has Kimberly Perry, 30, hospital room nine Eric Hill, best known 
40, and her husband, pleaded not guilty to married pro baseball days after severing for creating the 
Lee Kirk. Harper, charges of vehicular player J.P. Arencibia, her spinal cord in popular children’s- 
born on May 25, homicide and assault — 28, in Greenville, an ATV accident book series fea- 
joins big brother Tenn, on June 12. on June 6 in turing the dog Spot, 
Weston, 2.... Jason ~~ eS Scottsdale, Ariz. died at his home in 
Schwartzman, 33, 5 HONORED Templeton, Calif, on 
and his wife, fashion ak Queen Elizabeth II HOSTING June 6. He was 86. 
designer Brady f & ~ named Oscar winner Comedian Kathy —Lindsey Bahr, 
Cunningham, SS fe Angelina Jolie, 39, Griffin, 53, will with additional 
welcomed daughter Tracy Morgan an honorary Dame emcee the Daytime reporting by 
No. 2. on June 13 in Emmy Awards Stewart Allen 
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YOUNG ADULT AT H 


AFTER A WEB POST CLAIMED GROWN-UPS SHOULD BE “EMBARRASSED” TO READ YOUNG-ADULT NOVELS, FANS GOT MAD. AND WE GOT EVEN. HERE, 


By Stephan Lee 


AT THE height of Fault in 
Our Stars fervor—just 
before the film adaptation 
hit screens this month— 
Slate published an essay 
by Ruth Graham with the 
incendiary headline “Yes, 
Adults Should Be Embar- 
rassed to Read Young Adult 
Books.” Graham, who 
argued that young-adult 
novels such as Fault were 
mostly about “escapism, 
instant gratification, and 
nostalgia,” proceeded to get 
clobbered on social media. 
Not-so-young adults, 
bloggers, esteemed critics, 
and tweeters flaunting 

the hashtag #NoShameYA 
took to the Internet 

to berate her, and their 
message was loud and 
clear: There’s no shame in 
YA—and don’t you dare 

call it mediocre and 

clichéd. 1 So who's right? 
The fans, it turns out. Sure, 
there's treacly garbage on 
YA shelves. That's true of 
any book category. But not 
only is Fault as emotionally 
complex as adult fiction, 
quite a few books now con- 
sidered literary classics— 
from The Catcher in the 
Rye to Jane Eyre—might 
well be classified as YA if 
they were published for the 
first time today. Need 
proof? EW combed the 
canon for de facto young- 
adult reads, and then asked 
Jason Booher, art director 
of Blue Rider Press, 

to redesign their covers 

for a modern YA audience. 
Take that, shamers. 


Book jackets by Jason Booher 


Uh 


MEMOIR 
= 


| AM MALALA va version) 
MALALA YOUSAFZAI 


The Diary of a Young Girl 1947 
Anne Frank 


I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings 1969 Maya Angelou 


This Boy’s Life 1989 Tobias Wolff 
Angela’s Ashes 1996 Frank McCourt 


It’s impossible to compete with the 
power of a true story, especially 
Frank’s extraordinary suffering and 
soaring endurance. 


SCI-FI 
= 


THE 5th WAVE 
RICK YANCEY 


Stranger in a Strange 
Land 1961 Robert A. Heinlein 


Dune 1965 Frank Herbert 


The Hitchhiker’s Guide to 
the Galaxy 1979 Douglas Adams 


Ender’s Game 1985 
Orson Scott Card 


Sci-fi geeks often get their start 
with classics that feature teen 
protagonists, such as Herbert's epic. 


SURVIVAL 
eas 


THE HUNGER GAMES 


SUZANNE COLLINS 


Lord of the Flies 1954 
William Golding 

Life of Pi 2001 Yann Martel 
Never Let Me Go 2005 
Kazuo Ishiguro 


The Twelve 2012 Justin Cronin 


Long before Katniss and Peeta, Ralph 
and Piggy fought to live in Golding’s 
masterpiece. These plot-driven tales 
pulse with metaphor and meaning. 
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KART 


LITERARY CLASSICS REIMAGINED AS YA BOOKS. 


JANE 
EYRE 


CHARLOTTE 
BRONTE 


AUDUBON; LETTERING BY SADIE BOOHER; A SEPARATE PEACE: 
COLLAGE BY BEN DENZER; LEGS BY DENNIS HALLINAN/GETTY IMAGES 


TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD: BIRD ILLUSTRATION BY JOHN JAMES 


ROMANCE COMING-OF-AGE CAMPUS ISSUE 

= ASC] =I ty 

ELEANOR & PARK THE PERKS OF BEING WINGER THE FAULT IN OUR 
RAINBOW ROWELL A WALLFLOWER ANDREW SMITH STARS JOHN GREEN 
STEPHEN CHBOSKY Lucky Jim 1954 Kingsley Amis | The Catcher in the Rye 1951 
Charlotte Bronté The Member of the Wedding tA Separate Peace 1959 J.D. Salinger 

I Capture the Castle 1948 1946 Carson McCullers John Knowles The Bell Jar 1963 Sylvia Plath 
Dodie Smith 


The Girls’ Guide to Hunting 
and Fishing 1999 Melissa Bank 


Ah, the pangs of young love! If it 
was prime source material for the 
likes of Bronté, why the snobbery 


about authors who explore it now? 


§ To Kill a Mockingbird 1960 
Harper Lee 


The Bluest Eye 1970 
Toni Morrison 


Coming-of-age tales have long been 


literary manna—none more so than 


Lee's portrait of the American South. 


The Secret History 1992 
Donna Tartt 


Prep 2005 Curtis Sittenfeld 
School campuses are cauldrons of 
camaraderie and exclusion, privi- 
lege and longing, particularly in 
Knowles’ midcentury touchstone. 


The Chosen 1967 Chaim Potok 


Ordinary People 1976 
Judith Guest 


Characters in these books face can- 
cer, death, faith, and even looming 
adulthood, which is seared into every 
page of Salinger’s magnum opus. 
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AVAMP 
ANDA FAERIE 
WALK INTO 


AFTER SIX 

BS) Sy ANSTO) \ Ie) aa | Mp) 

OTHERWORLDLY 

ADVENTURES, HBO’S 

TRUE BLOODIS 

COMING TO A CLOSE. 

BUT BEFORE THE 

Sn (O)Y 1] =9 Sy AN De) 
REST, STARS 


7 LOOK BACK 
(AND OPEN UP THEIR 
; PERSONAL 
PHOTO ALBUM) 
FOREW. 

BY TIM STACK 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
ROBERT TRACHTENBERG 


Anna Paquin and Stephen 
Moyer photographed on 
June 12, 2014, in Los Angeles 
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IF THE WHOLE acting thie aaemeworkemout, Anna Paquin and 
Stephen Moyer woul@iiavemmede woncenul tour guides (star 
tours, take note!) At Sy wermamorameromthe Lot, the West 
Hollywood soun@Stagestneaenouse tiesetsiox 771e Blood, and 
Paquin and }4GVer==WhosplayetnesrbO@ssemcs’ on-again, 
off-again g@upIeNSOO me serch nouseranonbils®ompton— 
are walking EW through some of Blood’s most iconielocales, 
like Merlotte’s (now Bellefleur’s) Bar and Grill, vampire bar 
Fangtasia, and Sookie’s house. Moyer, 44, who has directed 
three episodes including the June 22 premiere, is the more 
excitable of the two; he enthusiastically explains small pro- 
duction details, such as how the mirrors in Gran’s bedroom 
needed to be clouded over to prevent camera reflections. 
Meanwhile, the sharply funny Paquin, 31, takes one look at 


Moyer and Paquin get goofy. “It was 
so much fun,” says Moyer of shooting 


Sookie’s living-room sofa and quips, “That couch has seen a lot True Blood. “Just that feeling of ‘I can’t 
believe we're allowed to do this.’” 


of action considering how uncomfortable it is.” 11 In just a few 
weeks, production will wrap for good on Blood after seven 
seasons, and these sets (and that well-worn couch) will vanish. 
The show, based on the Sookie Stackhouse series by Charlaine 
Harris and created for television by Alan Ball (Six Feet Under), 
in the most basic terms follows half-faerie waitress Sookie and 
her relationship with gentlemanly vampire Bill. But there have 
been detours into witches, werewolves, orgies, and one really 
nasty meat tree. The show has been a huge hit for HBO, 
averag ig Onviewers summer Sutlormse uin and 
Moyer it’s Db@G@RGsGhane ies Haewoamemeriimamre the series, 
married in 2010; "aa@iaGowinswemarmest Poppy, in 2012. 
EW sat down with Paquin and Moyer at Bellefleur’s, in the 


very booth where Bill first saw Sookie, for alook back on their | Paquin actually 
enjoys the gross 


bloody good time in Bon Temps. g stuff—even getting 
blood vomited on Moyer revels in the 
her in season 1: “I aftermath of season 
© was ecstatic” 5's karaoke party 
6 
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THE STAR, WHO PLAYS 
PHOTOG ae HIS 


DOWNTIME, SHARES 
HIS REVEALING PICTURES. 
| 


The crew pranked its director, Moyer, 
for the season 7 premiere 


Alexander Skarsgard, 


Ryan Kwanten, and Q 
> Moyer share a thumbs- 

up—a recurring gag for rs 

the cast 


Deborah Ann Woll 
with Moyer and 
Paquin’s furry 
friend, Splash 


Says Moyer of posing 
with Sam Trammell in 
between takes: “I’m 
about to go to work, 
and he’s just finished.” * 


Skarsgard just 
before his epic 
haircut in season 2 


Moyer gets a 
little crispy in the 
makeup chair 


Joe Manganiello, 
Kwanten, Chris 
Bauer, and Moyer 
tough it up 


(PREVIOUS SPREAD, P. 30) PAQUIN’S MAKEUP: BRIGETTE MYRE ELLIS; 


SIGNS, INC.; 
SET DESIGN: WALTER BARNETT/OPUS BEAUTY; PRODUCTION: MARY JEAN RIBAS/FIRST SHOT 
PRODUCTIONS; (PREVIOUS SPREAD) MOYER’S T-SHIRT: BARNEYS NEW YORK 


So let’s go back—way, way back. 
How did you get involved with 
this project? 

Anna Paquin My agent sent me a 
script. It was this blond, perky 
Southern chick, and I was very 
much not that. ’'d worked with 
HBO on [the 2007 film] Bury 

My Heart at Wounded Knee, and 

I was a big fan of all their 
programming already. In the 
back of my mind I’d been sort of 
thinking, “It’d be so great to have 
an HBO show where you're in 
one place, and you're doing the 
same thing year after year, and 
it’s great quality and amazing 
people.” I was 24 and had been 

a gypsy since I was 9. I started 
talking about it, and then it 
appeared. Or in my witchy mind, 
I manifested it. 

What about you, Stephen? 
Stephen Moyer I had been fired 
from a pilot, along with the rest 
of the cast. It was a pilot that 
never went anywhere, but it was 
written by the people that did 24. 
I got back to London at that 
point and just went, “I’m all 
good. I’ve got a career here. I’m 
really happy in London. I’ve 
given it a shot, and I don’t really 
want to be in a situation where 
that happens again.” My manager 
had been sending me scripts and 
I wouldn’t read anything—and 
finally she said, “One script. If 
you read this script, I will leave 
you alone for the rest of the year. 
Even if you don’t want to do it.” 
And it was this. I read it—that 
was, like, a Thursday night, I 
believe—and I was blown away. 
Did you guys read together? 
Moyer I flew over, possibly on the 
Monday [after], went to Alan’s 
office here on the Lot, and met 
Anna for the first time. We sat 
down on the two audition 
scenes, and it was kind of... was 
a bit cagey because I’d just been 


6 
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Moyer, 
Mariana 
Klaveno, 
and Denis 
O’Hare 
feast ona 
guest star 
in season 3 


Evan Rachel Woo 
one of her guest 
Queen Sophie- 


in this situation. But 
went really well. 
When you first met e 
other, were you like, “ 
hello there...”? 

Moyer She had very da’ 
and pale, porcelain skin, 2 
Thad just got back from 
Australia and was super tan 
blond hair. It was really weird 
because we were the antitheses 
of what we ended up being. That 
day after we'd done the table 
read, we were sitting chatting 
and I was just like, “I wish we 
could have just carried on talk- 
ing.” We just got on well, and we 
were laughing. 

Paquin Yeah, I was like, “Oh, okay, 
T'll see ya, maybe never...or at 
some point.” 

Everyone always talks about the 
nudity. Did they sit you down and 
say, “Just to be clear, you’re going 
to be naked a lot”? 

Paquin Well, in the books they’re 
very sexually active, frisky 
people in a small town. Every- 
one’s having fun with everyone 
else. Charlaine does not exactly 
spare the details. So then when 


For even more of 
Stephen Moyer’s 
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After winning their 2010 
harity competition, Battle of 
ang, Moyer got to choose 
his costar’s wardrobe 


BO was, but I didn’t really 
know. So I read [the first] book 
in between getting the job and 
went, “Oh, f---, we’re going to do 
some stuff here. I better start 
doing the stairs.” 

Speaking of nudity, in the first 
episode of the new season you 
directed a love scene between 
your wife and Alcide, played by 
Joe Manganiello. 

Paquin It’s not as awkward as you 
would think. If you were to pic- 
ture the perfect day at work for 
your spouse, would that be it? 
Probably not, but this is just kind 
of how it’s always been. So it 
doesn’t feel as bizarre. 

Moyer There are moments where 
T'll be watching on a monitor 
[and say], “Oh, Joe, just move 
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WE RECAP THE BEST AND WORST OF BON 
TEMPS—JUST IN TIME FOR THE TRUE DEATH. 
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The Big Bad 
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Ball (far right) with Paquin and Moyer 
on the set of True Blood's pilot in 2007 
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your hand up towards Anna’s 
breast. Good. And can you move 
your right thumb just a little bit 
towards her nipple? Great.” And 
then I'll go, “Babe, babe, enjoy it.” 
I’m certainly talking to her as 
“babe.” “Darling, go for it. Yeah, 
feel the nipple.” 

We set the bar very high 
for weird very early on. We’ve 
done a lot of odd s--- on this 
show. Actually, the potentially 
awkward couplings [are] not the 
weirdest s--- that we’ve done on 
this show. 

In a funny way, I feel like— 
without revealing too much— 
it’s quite interesting for us as a 
couple because we've kind of 
gone to places where a lot of 
people don’t get to. 

Or have to. 

And we're still here. And I 
think that’s good for us in a way. 
Do you get jealous? 

Of course you do. There 
are moments, like any human 
being has, of self-doubt or little 
wobbles that people get. Then 
the other person might see it or 
feel it and just go... 

“Chill.” 

“Chill, we're all good.” It 
happens both ways. That’s life. 
Is there one moment from this 
whole experience that you hold 
close to your heart? 

Because it has lasted 
seven years and because of the 
relationships, not just between 
us but the way they all evolved 
as a family, it’s been extraordi- 
nary to have that experience 
that is completely life-changing 
in all of the best possible ways— 
and with the person you want to 
spend the rest of your life with. 
We will always have this. As 
opposed to it being this thing 
that only I experienced or only 
he experienced, it’s this thing 
we have forever. It’s been the 
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springboard for both of us, in 
this section of our careers, for 
huge opportunity, and change, 
and growth. Being able to have 
experienced it together is 
incredibly, incredibly special. 
And I hate that word, but it is. 
When do you think you'll let your 
kids see this show? 

Paquin Never. 

Moyer Well, I did have a funny 


conversation with my son. 

Paquin His older son. 

Moyer The 14-year-old [from a 
previous relationship]. He’s got 
friends at school that watch True 
Blood, but he’s never seen it. I 
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still think he’s a little bit too 
young, but these modern kids. 

I said to him, “Well, the time’s 
coming to the point now, mate, 
where if you wanted to, you 
could...” And he’s like, “No way, 
I’m not interested in that.” I was 
a little bit hurt, and I went, “You 
might enjoy it. It’s kind of fun, 
actually.” And he went, “Dad, I 
don’t want to watch you do it.” 
And I went, “Ohhh.” 

Paquin That’s all it’s about. 

It’s not about all the fun 
vampire stuff. It ultimately 
comes down to “There’s my 
dad on screen naked.” 


Moyer I thought, “Yeah, all good, 
mate. Let’s play football.” 

Let’s get into the particulars of 
the final season. Is it fair to say 
that it’s very much about Sookie 
and Bill’s relationship? 

Moyer Totally. We had reached a 
point where [the story had] 
gone into the stratosphere and 
there was nowhere else to go. 
It’d reached a point where the 
natural thing to do is to bring 
it back—and I personally feel 
it’s a story about coming back 
to Bon Temps and back to 
Sookie. Back to who Sookie 

is and what she is. 
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Obviously some people will die 
this season. What have those 
goodbyes been like? 

Let’s just say that the 
table reads have gotten smaller. 
Without giving anything away, 
it’s very strange. I’ve said this 
before, but seven years is two 
lots of college, and those people 
have become incredibly close 
to you. As we’ve been waving 
people goodbye, it’s really sad. 
Never will the same group of 
people ever be in the same room 
together, and that includes the 
crew, of course. What’s lovely 
about that is that it’s coming 
back to the original core. The 
smallness of it will actually be 
something that we will enjoy 
very much. 

You guys have such fervent fans. 
With finales it’s so difficult— 
you’re damned if you do, damned 
if you don’t. Are you concerned 
about that? 

We have no control. It has 
nothing to do with us. That comes 
down to the showrunner and the 
writers’ room, and they have to 
create, ultimately, the story that 
they want to watch. 

And you cannot try to 
please every single person that 
has a very, very specific idea of 
who should end up with whom, 
and who should live and who 
should be dead. You’d drive your- 
self completely nuts if you tried 
to. Yes, you'll probably piss off 
some people, but other people will 
be really happy. You just have to 
commit to whatever it is you do go 
for, and that it is emotionally 
truthful for the characters that 
you have created. 

I do think Bucky [EP Brian 
Buckner] has done his best to try 
and give the audience a little bit of 
everything but ultimately land 
this whole story in the way he 
feels it should be told. m 
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Trammell, 
Manganiello, 
Paquin, and 
Kwanten 


A scene from 
the season 7 
premiere 


EXECUTIVE PRODUCER BRIAN BUCKNER 
GIVES A GLIMPSE AT WHAT’S IN STORE 
FOR THE LAST DROPS OF TRUE BLOOD. 
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BY JEFF LABRECQUE ILLUSTRATIONS BY KELSEY DAKE 


MOVIES EVERY | 
YOUNG ACTRESS 
SHOULD SEE 


MARK RUFFALO AND CATHERINE KEENER 
BRAINSTORMED A LIST OF MUST-SEE FILMS 

FOR THEIR 17-YEAR-OLD BEGIN AGAIN COSTAR, 
HAILEE STEINFELD. HERE ARE THEIR PICKS. 


HEN HAILEE STEINFELD was making True Grit 
with the Coen brothers, Jeff Bridges, and 
Matt Damon, the men would often talk 
shop, dropping actors’ names and classic- 
movie references. Steinfeld, just 13 at the 
time, would go home each night and Google actors and titles. 
But it was overwhelming. Two summers ago, when the scenario 
repeated itself on the set of Begin Again (rated R, out June 27), 
the musical romance from Once director John Carney starring 
Mark Ruffalo and Keira Knightley, Steinfeld decided to be 
proactive. (She has a pivotal role as the daughter of Ruffalo’s 
washed-up music exec and his estranged wife, played by 
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Catherine Keener.) When Ruffalo and Keener were discussing 
a favorite film, Harold and Maude, Steinfeld surprised them by 
admitting she’d never seen it—but would they make her a list 
of essential movies to watch? “Their conversations were so 
intelligent and so intriguing that part of me wanted to be part 
of it, but I had no idea where I'd even begin,” recalls Steinfeld, 
now 17. “I was like, ‘I have two of the greatest actors in the world 
in front of me. Why don’t I ask them?’” 

The assignment was perfect for Ruffalo and Keener, passion- 
ate cinephiles and Oscar nominees who'd built careers on 
offbeat characters and eclectic films. They began compiling a 
list for Steinfeld, an Oscar nominee herself. The challenge soon 
spiraled into obsession. “We were thinking in particular of 
Hailee,” says Keener, “but Mark and I also talked about, 
‘Wouldn't it be great if we did a book for young actors—or even 
young people interested in film—of the top 100 movies they 
really should see?’” So at Begin Again’s wrap party, the two 
presented their movie daughter with a bundle of Blu-rays. “It is 
a master’s class of great filmmaking,” says Ruffalo, noting that 
the gift was ultimately limited by cost and the selection at a 
Manhattan Barnes & Noble. “Some of them had great girl 
[roles], some of them had great women, some of them just had 
great relationships, like Harold and Maude, but they were 
mostly just really great films that were appropriate for some- 
one her age. I said to her, ‘God, I wish I had never seen Harold 
and Maude—just so I'd get to discover that movie again.” 

The list—which the actors stress is far from definitive— 
features films from seven decades, with the 1970s best 
represented. (Ruffalo is a big fan of two from that decade, 
Paper Moon and Alice Doesn’t Live Here Anymore, that sketch 
indelible parent-child relationships like the ones in Begin 
Again.) Keener admits she was mortified to discover that 
Ruffalo had included two of her own films, but he insisted: 
“Those are quintessential modern movies with great female 
performances by—it happens to be—Catherine Keener.” 

The budding cinephile says she’s still working her way 
through the collection. The first movie she tackled: Annie Hall, 
which had the desired effect. “It made me realize I love what I 
do so much because you're able to give that same feeling to 
people,” says Steinfeld, now shooting Pitch Perfect 2. “Tt’s been 
so amazing because I find that when a conversation is happen- 
ing at an event or a dinner, it trails back to these classic films.” 


STEINFELD: MARK DAVIS/GETTY IMAGES FOR TORY BURCH; RUFFALO: VITTORIO 
ZUNINO CELOTTO/GETTY IMAGES; KEENER: JASON KEMPIN/GETTY IMAGES 
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SAM SMITH* 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
MATTHEW SALACUSE 


Sam Smith photographed on 
June 11, 2014, in New York City 


UMBERS, 
Sam Smith 
all from his 


single “Sta 
top 10 on 
doesn’t quit 

He should. It’s 11 a.m. on a sunny June 
Wednesday, and EW is with the London 
native in New York City as he prepares 
for a day of promoting his debut album, 


In the Lonely Hour (out now). “Stay With 
Me” has already gone platinum Stateside, 
thanks in part to Smith’s arresting per- 
formance on SNL in March, but things 
like the size of his hotel suite still thrill 
him (“Show yourself around. There are 
five beds! I don’t want to leave”), and a 
mission to track down a green smoothie 
(“As foul as I can find—I just hope it 
makes me skinny”) is still carried out by 
the singer himself, rather than by a string 
of beleaguered assistants. 

“Tm very aware of the kind of order and 
the kind of rules in place with people who 
come from the U.K.,” he says. “What we 
were doing on SNL defied all of that. No 
one knew who I was. It was the scariest 
moment of my life so far.” But the gambit 
paid off: Smith could be the first British 
male solo artist ever to debut at No. 1, 
meaning his mix of excruciatingly tender 
ballads and electro-tinged torch songs 
may just drown out the bubblegum pop of 
this summer’s pool-party playlists. 

We spent 12 hours with Smith (who 
eventually did find a suitably disgusting 
smoothie) and watched as his transfor- 
mation from English upstart to bona fide 
pop star went into overdrive. 
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SAM SMITH: A DAY 
IN THE LIFE OF A 
STAR ON THE VERGE 


MOO AM 


While prepping for 
interviews in his hotel 
room, Smith gets 

word that “Stay With 
Me” has just broken 

into Billboara’s top 10. 
“Unbelievable! This is the 
big one, right?” he asks. 


130 AM 


Just before camera crews 
for a local radio station 
show up, he turns to 

his stylist: “Are glasses 
okay? I’m worried people 
won't recognize me.” 


72:10 PM 


Lana Del Rey, whose 
new album drops the 
same day as Smith's, 
has been playing on 
his laptop all morning. 
“Should we maybe 
stop with the Lana 
now?” a manager half- 
jokes. “But | love her!” 
Smith protests, before 
switching his playlist 
over to Grimes. 


72:30 PM 


Strolling out to find a 
smoothie before heading 
uptown for more press, 
Smith spies street art 
promoting the British 
band Disclosure, with 
whom he collaborated 
on “Latch,” the club 

hit that first caught the 
attention of his label. 
“That’s the song that 
changed all of our lives,” 
he says. 


45 PM 


“This is how every inter- 
view should be, just 
talking about the music,” 
Smith says of his chat 
with NPR’s Melissa Block 
on All Things Considered. 


25 Pm 


Manhattan traffic has 
Smith running an hour 
late, and most of his 
team is in a minor panic. 
“It’s going to be fine,” he 
says soothingly. “No one 
is dying.” After waiting 
fruitlessly for a cab, he’s 
game to try the subway— 
only to discover that it 
isn’t running. 


2:30 PM 


“When you're writing an 
album and nobody 
nows who you are, it’s 
very easy to pour your- 
self into it,” he says, 
back above ground. “You 
don’t think about what 
hat really means until 
moments like now when 
here’s posters of me 
around cities on subway 
platforms with the 
word /onely underneath 
my face. That’s when 
I've realized, ‘Maybe have 
| taken this too far?’” 


3:05 PM 


Smith reunites with his 
bandmates back at the 
hotel and fills them in 
onan incident from 
earlier in the day. “Il saw 
| had a missed call that 
was three days old. 

| finally listened to the 
voicemail, and it was 
some man going on and 
on about how much he 
loved the album. And 
then he said something 
like ‘This is Elton’ At 
first | was like, ‘Who is 
Elton?’ Then | realized 
and called him right 
back. | had the loveliest 
10-minute conversation 
with Elton John!” 
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3:30 PM 


Smith grabs sushi before 
a routine checkup with 
his throat doctor. “I don’t 
want to stop recording 
and touring. Unless | fall 
in love—that would be 
areason to stop. But 
then I'll have to break up 
with them to do another 
album. Oh, wait, no,” he 
jokes. “First | need to do 
a two-timing album. 
From In the Lonely Hour 
to The Greedy Hour.” 


6:30 PM 


Fans, industry insiders, 
and contest winners 
begin lining up for 
Smith's performance 
at Tribeca’s intimate 
200-person-capacity 
iHeartRadio Theater. 


9:20 PM 


Halfway through the set 
he launches into “Latch,” 
his first real success. “I 
was working as a bar-back 
when | recorded that,” 
he tells EW. “Clearing 
glasses and cleaning 
toilets every 15 minutes. 
You can hear it in my 
voice that | wanted to 
be doing something else. 
There’s a real hunger 
behind that song.” 


10:10 PM 


Smith's first backstage 
guest is MTV cofounder 
and Clear Channel presi- 
dent John Sykes. “This 
is only the beginning,” 
Sykes gushes, envelop- 
ing him in a hug. “Make 
sure to let it all sink in.” 


00 AM 


130 AM 
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Jersey Boys 


STARRING John Lloyd Young, 

Vincent Piazza, Christopher Walken 
DIRECTED BY Clint Eastwood 

R, 2 HRS., 14 MINS. 


INE YEARS AGO, Frankie Valli was 
rescued from oldies-station oblivion with 
the smash Broadway musical Jersey 
Boys. The show chronicles the real-life 
rise-and-fall-and-rise-again of four 
crooners from the mobbed-up mean 
streets of 1960s New Jersey who called 
themselves the Four Seasons and cranked out a seem- 
ingly endless string of hit records, including the love 
ditty “Sherry,” the triumphant “Walk Like a Man,” and 
the bouncy bubblegum bop of “Big Girls Don’t Cry.” The 
songs are timeless. But so are a lot of songs from that 
Motown and Phil Spector era. What made the Four 
Seasons magical was Valli’s voice—an impossibly high- 
pitched nasal falsetto that sounded like a prepubescent 
angel who’d huffed a tank of helium. 


NISLSNY39 HLIy 
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With Jersey Boys’ receipts still pouring in 
on the Great White Way, the notion of 
adapting the musical into a splashy song- 
and-dance Hollywood biopic must have 
been too juicy to resist. In fact, the only 
thing that might seem surprising about the 
Jersey Boys movie is the man squinting 
behind the camera, Clint Eastwood. But the 
pairing actually makes more sense than 
you’d think. Anyone who saw Eastwood’s 
1988 Charlie Parker film, Bird, knows that 
the guy’s always been a not-so-closeted 
hepcat with a discerning set of ears. The 
biggest problem is that the film, written by 
Marshall Brickman and Rick Elice, never 
makes a convincing case for why Valli the 
man or the singer matters beyond the 
music in the way that Ray and Walk the Line 
did for Ray Charles and Johnny Cash. Such 
are the perils of adapting a somewhat one- 
dimensional stage show. 

Fortunately, Eastwood is far wiser on the 
casting front. As Valli, John Lloyd Young is 
pretty close to perfection. That’s no shocker, 
really, as he won a Tony in 2006 for his 
portrayal of Valli on the boards. With his 
slicked-back pompadour and wardrobe of 
sharkskin suits, Young looks more like the 
late Bruno Kirby than Valli. But when he 
opens his mouth, you believe you're listening 
to the real deal. He finds every ounce of 
sweat, aftershave, and salad dressing that 
made up Valli’s one-of-a-kind voice. As his 
fellow Four Seasons, Michael Lomenda, 


which they let bygones be 
bygones when they’re 
inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame in 
1990. The movie’s decades- 
spanning scope requires 
the 34-year-old Young to 
play Valli from age 16 
to 60. As good as he is, he 
isn’t done any favors by 
Eastwood’s makeup team. 
You’d think that after all the grousing over 
Leonardo DiCaprio’s distracting mugful of 
old-age putty in J. Edgar, the director would 
have paid more attention to the unconvinc- 
ing wrinkles and jowls in the final stretch of 
Jersey Boys. But alas. 

Still, as flat and pitchy as the film some- 
times feels, what saves it are those nostalgic, 
soaring doo-wop numbers (especially 
“Sherry”) and Eastwood’s measured doses 
of directorial playfulness, such as when the 
actors cheekily break the fourth wall and 
talk directly to the audience, as they did on 
Broadway. This trick doesn’t always work, 
but when it does, and Valli or one of his 
bandmates turns to the camera, winks, and 
dishes about how the reality of events 
clashes with what we’re actually witnessing 
on screen, it gooses the film with a giddy jolt 
of jukebox electricity. B- 


As Frankie 
Valli, John 
Lloyd Young 
is pretty close 
to perfection. 


every ounce 
aftershave, 


dressing that 
made up the 
singer’s one- 
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Eastwood has never been the kind of 
filmmaker to grab you by the lapels or 
hot-dog with flashy storytelling tricks. You 
can walk in halfway through just about any 
of his movies and know exactly where you 
are. His laid-back traditionalism has always 
been part of his appeal, though. And in 
chronicling the careers of Valli & Co., he 
charts a predictably linear through-line: the 
band’s hardscrabble Italian-American roots, 
which lead them to a sentimental wiseguy 
(Christopher Walken) who takes them under 
his wing; their first flirtation with fame; the 
downward slide of excess, money trouble, 
and infighting; and a redemptive third act in 
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REVIEWS 


The Summer’s 


Jillian Bell in 
22 Jump Street 


Funniest Mean Girl... 


Jillian Bell is earning raves for her turn in 22 Jump Street as the nasty coed who starts a fistfight with 
Jonah Hill. And socking it to an Oscar nominee is just her warm-up act. NINA TERRERO 


When Jillian Bell was 8, she got kicked out of ballet class. “I was 
too bored doing first position and all that,” says the Las Vegas 
native. “I just wanted to be spinning around in my fabulous tutu. 
So they asked me to leave.” But then her mom enrolled her in an 
improv class. “I fell in love with it. | don’t know if | would be 
good at anything else, so—knock on wood—hopefully this works 
out for me.” 

Outlook: not too shabby. The 30-year-old is bust-a-gut 
hilarious in 22 Jump Street, in which she plays the foulmouthed 
villain in a sundress. “I don’t usually get to play roles like this,” 
she says. “I’m usually a weird, lonely woman. So it was fun to 
play this badass.” Anyone who’s watched Bell for four seasons 
on Comedy Central’s Workaholics knows her big-screen breakout 
is well deserved...and overdue (see sidebar). 

The Groundlings member and former Saturday Night Live 
writer recently signed a deal to turn /diotsitter, her Web series 
with writing partner Charlotte Newhouse, into a show for 
Comedy Central. She’s currently shooting Goosebumps (based 
on the R.L. Stine books) in Atlanta, and just sold a rom-com, 
Let’s Get Married, to MGM. Bell even got to act opposite 
Benicio Del Toro, an actor she so adores, her Twitter handle is 


Q@jilliandeltoro. The two share a scene in Paul Thomas 
Anderson’s upcoming crime dramedy, Inherent Vice. Turns 
out, though, she has an even bigger star crush. “I love Amy 
Poehler,” Bell gushes. “I worked with her briefly on SNL and 
I thought she was the loveliest and the funniest. | really look 
up to her.” So to recap, old dream: prima ballerina. New dream: 
fabulous tutu pas de deux with Leslie Knope. 


Bell and Charlotte Newhouse in /diotsitter 
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THIRD PERSON: MARIA MARIN 


..And at Her 
Workaholics Best 


She doesn’t just steal scenes in 22 Jump Street. Fans of 
Comedy Central’s Workaholics know that Jillian Bell (as 
frumpy office drone Jillian Belk) is also responsible for 
some of the show’s most laugh-out-loud moments. We 
picked five of our favorites. -MARC SNETIKER 


| “TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA ROOMMATES” 
SEASON 2, EPISODE 7 


At acommunity pool party, Jillian takes the 
opportunity to workshop characters for her 
improv class with a variety of props, including 
fake pubic hair. Modeling it to a group of 
12-year-olds? Classic Jillian. Classic disgusting 
__ Jillian. BEST LINE “Guess who | voted for in 
2000? Bush!” 


“MAN UP” 
| SEASON 2, EPISODE 9 


Jillian comes to the rescue of co-worker Adam 
(Adam DeVine) by scaring off a karaoke-bar 
bully with a threat to his genitals. This, after 
her sex-themed rendition of “She'll Be Comin’ 
‘Round the Mountain.” BEST LINE “That’s 
your ding-dong in two pieces! Oh, | want 
you to hit me so bad right now.” 


| “HUNGRY LIKE A WOLF DOG” 
| SEASON 3, EPISODE 17 


Things get wild when Jillian and Blake (Blake 
Anderson) get high and exchange smoke-filled 
kisses in the woods. They discuss their inner 
beasts (lioness and mastodon), then follow that 
with a deeply weird interspecies hookup. BEST 
LINE “My parents were eaten by dogs—at 
least that’s what my foster parents told me.” 


| “SNACKERS” 
| SEASON 4, EPISODE 3 


Fee There's no better Jillian than Office Jillian, 
who dresses “like the porn star from Nailin’ 
Paylin” when the guys make her run for break- 
room manager. Her awful campaign is only 
¢ half as funny as the tyrannical snacktator she 
becomes after she wins. BEST LINE “No one 
likes a gummy slut. Get out of here!” 


“FRIENDSHIP ANNIVERSARY” 
| SEASON 4, EPISODE 13 


Angry over losing money on a dog-show bet, 
Jillian proves to be an inhospitable host when 
she makes houseguest Blake sleep in the tub 
after he gets her fajita order wrong. She's 
hilariously horrifying when she finally 
explodes. BEST LINE “Welcome to Motel 
Jillian. We leave the shower on, lights off!” 


e 
Third Person 
STARRING Liam Neeson, Olivia Wilde, 
Mila Kunis, James Franco, Maria Bello 
DIRECTED BY Paul Haggis 
R, 2 HRS., 17 MINS. 
By Chris Nashawaty 
Paul Haggis, I’d like to introduce you to subtlety. Sub- 
tlety, this is Paul Haggis. It’s clear that you two have 
not met before. 

The Crash writer-director’s latest collection of 
interlocking vignettes is an overly complicated hash 
of heavy-handed metaphors and melodramatically 
one-note characters who are all trying to say some- 
thing profound about trust, forgiveness, and 
love—namely, that they’re important. Jeez, got any 
news on the Hindenburg? 

Some of the actors in the star-studded cast man- 
age to skate through this misfire unscathed: Liam 
Neeson as a blocked novelist obsessed with Olivia 
Wilde’s romantically masochistic man-eater and 
Mila Kunis as a hard-luck mother locked in a bitter 
custody battle with her ex (played by James Franco). 
But the ham-fisted Haggis isn’t able to keep all 
their story lines flowing smoothly. Instead, he just 
pummels the poor audience with clichés and goofy, 
overstated symbolism. Apparently, things sub- 
merged in water—a wristwatch, a cell phone, a euro 
coin, Maria Bello—are totems rife with deep (and 
soggy) meaning. The three main narratives cut back 
and forth between New York, Paris, and Rome, which 
is the best thing the movie has going for it: pictur- 
esque locations. Unfortunately, by the time we’re 
done taking in the sights and Haggis finally coughs 
up his third-act puzzle-box twist, it comes off as a big 
metaphysical So What. C= 
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REVIEWS MOVIES 


Venusin Fur 


STARRING Emmanuelle Seigner, Mathieu Amalric 
DIRECTED BY Roman Polanski 

NR, 1 HR., 35 MINS. 

By Joe McGovern 


Venus in Fur begins with an unkempt blonde named Vanda (Emmanuelle 
Seigner) entering a theater in Paris to audition for exhausted director 
Thomas (Mathieu Amalric). The actress initially appears sloppy and 
unprepared, but as they rehearse Thomas’ adaptation of Leopold von 
Sacher-Masoch’s 1870 novella of sadomasochism, Venus in Furs, she 
proceeds to arouse, incite, and ultimately degrade her director. Which is 
what he needed—and perhaps wanted—the whole time. 

It’s not surprising that director Roman Polanski, now 80, was drawn to 
the psychosexual farcicality of the plot. (The script was translated into 
French from David Ives’ two-hander play.) What is surprising is how little 
Polanski juices the material with his usual devilish touch. Two people 
becoming consumed by their fictional identities is an idea rich with 
potential, but the film is relentless in its deconstruction of the concept, 
prattling on more like a repetitious academic exercise than a drama of 
any real consequence or danger. When a knife is pulled out late in the film, 
it’s not an object of tension like it was in Rosemary’s Baby or Chinatown. 
It’s just another gimmick. 

The two actors, however, dodge the booby traps. At 47, Seigner is nearly 
two decades older than Nina Arianda, who originated the role on stage in 
2010, and she finds a cougar’s stealth in Vanda that reflects the coiled frus- 
tration of actresses of a certain age. (She is also Polanski’s wife.) And while 
it’s hard not to see the elfin-faced Amalric as a doppelginger for his director 
(see sidebar), it’s even tougher to miss the dark subtext in a scene where 
Thomas indignantly refuses to be identified with child abuse. 

The last shot includes a terrific visual gag involving a giant fake cactus, 
proving that Polanski still has an eye for inspired perversity. In Venus in 
Fur, you hate to see it strained by the glare of so many trick mirrors. (Also 
available on VOD) C+ 


Emmanuelle Seigner 
and Mathieu Amalric 


Actors WhoLook 
Like Their Directors 


For Venus in Fur, Roman Polanski cast 
an actor who’s a dead ringer for his 
younger self. He’s hardly the first 
filmmaker to seek out a thespian twin. 


DIRECTOR ACTOR 


© 9 


ROMAN POLANSKI MATHIEU AMALRIC 


VENUS IN FUR 


ee 


CHRISTOPHER NOLAN LEONARDO DICAPRIO 


INCEPTION 


NANCY MEYERS 


DIANE KEATON 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE 


8 ¢ 


ROBERT REDFORD BRAD PITT 
ARIVER RUNS THROUGH IT 


Q@ Dd 


STEVEN SPIELBERG RICHARD DREYFUSS 


JAWS, CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KIND 


© 9 


FRANCOIS TRUFFAUT JEAN-PIERRE LEAUD 


THE ADVENTURES OF ANTOINE DOINEL (5 FILMS) 
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DORMANT BEAUTY: FRANCESCA FAGO 


A Summer's Tale 


NR, 1HR., 53 MINS. 
If you're looking for an 


antidote to predictable 
summer blockbusters, 
check out Borgman. The 
stranger-than-strange 
Dutch import stars Jan 
Bijvoet (resembling 
Peter Stormare with a 
wild nimbus of grubby 
hair) as a hermit who 
lives underground in the 
woods. The opening of 
the film hints that he 
may be the devil, but his 
motives are more cryptic 
than mere evil. After 


Dormant 
Beauty's 
Isabelle 

Huppert 


insinuating his way into 
the lives of a wealthy 


family, he..oh, never mind. 


You wouldn't believe me. 
Plus, it’s the hypnotic 
little thriller’s disturbing 
twists that make it such 
a singular—and singu- 
larly weird—experience. 
—Chris Nashawaty 


NR, 1 HR., 22 MINS. 
“Code black” refers to the 
most inundated state in 
L.A. County Hospital's 
Waiting room, where the 
deathly ill might sit for 
20 hours before being 
seen. This documentary 
takes a hard look at the 
theater of medicine— 
scalpels and chest tubes 
are flung in a trauma 
room that resembles the 


Too (in theaters June 20) did not screen by our 


EJ MORE ON EW.COM The comedy Think Like a Man 


deadline, but you can find our review on EW.com 


stock-market floor after a 
crash—as it deteriorates 
due to red tape and 
slashed funding. Despite 
occasional platitudes 
from director and doctor 
Ryan McGarry, the film 
makes an angry, urgent 
plea for reform to a 
health-care system 


that’s still critically infirm. 


—Joe McGovern 


NR, 1HR., 28 MINS. 
Talented German actor 
Tom Schilling plays a 
despondent slacker 


sulking through Berlin 
over the course of a 
fateful day. His muted, 
beguiling performance is 
a deft portrait of a mum- 
blecore scenario—call it 
indecision chic—but 
director Jan Ole Gerster 
lacks the confidence to 
set his main character 
genuinely adrift, instead 
caging him in scenes of 
cloying seriocomedy. The 
use of black and white 
and a jazz soundtrack 
only confirms Gerster’s 
unhealthy film-school 
crush on Woody Allen. 
—Joe McGovern 


REVIEWS 


NR, 1HR., 55 MINS. 
Like a doctor shaking his 
head at a lifetime 
smoker, director Marco 
Bellocchio (Vincere) 
performs another wry, 
rueful diagnostic on Ital- 
ian society. The real-life 
case of Eluana Englaro— 
a comatose woman who 
spurred furious debate in 
Italy over the right to 
die—serves as the spool 
around which he loops 
four thematically rele- 
vant narrative threads, 
including one starring 
Isabelle Huppert as a 
grieving mother. It's well 
acted and gorgeously 
and tenebrously shot, 
but those threads could 
have been wound a 

little tighter. 

—Keith Staskiewicz 


NR, 1HR., 54 MINS. 
Originally released in 
1996 in France (but 
never before in the U.S.), 
Eric Rohmer’s sun-kissed 
love quadrangle remains 
as fresh and romantically 
profound as it was 
18 years ago. Melvil Pou- 
paud plays Gaspard, a 
mopey young man who 
heads to a seaside resort 
in Brittany looking for a 
girl..and ends up finding 
three. Quelle chance! It’s 
obvious from the start 
that Amanda Langlet’s 
pixieish Margot is the 
One, especially after a 
series of long platonic 
walks and soul-searching 
talks. But Rohmer would 
rather torture the poor 
cad for not recognizing 
his destiny when it’s 
staring him in the face. 
—Chris Nashawaty 
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“Anne Winters, 
and Noah Silver 


ILL AMERICANS watch a political 
drama with an Arab hero? Tyrant 
should’ve made that question 
irrelevant, since it arrived at FX 
with the makings of a great epic. 
Created by Gideon Raff, an Emmy- 
winning producer of Homeland, 
the show borrows from The Godfather: It’s the story of a 
brutal patriarch’s younger son, who gets pulled back into 
the family business. Raised in the fictional war-torn coun- 
try of Abbudin by the vicious dictator Khaled Al-Fayeed 
(Nasser Faris), Bassam (Adam Rayner) has spent 20 
years in self-imposed exile as “Barry,” living with his 
American wife (Jennifer Finnigan) and teenage children 
(Anne Winters and Noah Silver) in Pasadena. But when 


Tyrant 
Debuts June 24, 10 p.m. 


FX 
By Melissa Maerz 
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PATRICK HARBRON/FX 


he finally returns to his homeland for a 
wedding, he and his family get trapped 
there—possibly for good. 

It’s an intriguing premise, but the project 
has been troubled from the start: Ang Lee 
(Life of Pi) was attached to direct but bowed 
out early in the process; Raff parted ways with 
Tyrant after the pilot. Developers Howard 
Gordon (Homeland) and Craig Wright (Six Feet 
Under) have had to answer to an Islamic 
group’s protests over “potential IsLamophobic 
stereotyping.” Critics have also raised con- 
cerns about the casting of Rayner (he’s white) 
and the fact that a series about the Arab world 
is being shot in Israel. Add in Gordon’s 
résumé—he was a showrunner on 24, which 
was criticized for its portrayal of Muslims— 
and Tyrant was fending off controversy before 
we even got to see the first episode. 

Gordon has said that he’s trying to 
dramatize the “complexity” of the Middle 
East, but there’s not a lot of depth to the pilot. 
Khaled is your classic Big Bad, a guy who 
trains his children to kill and leaves his son to 
burn in a terrorist attack. Bassam’s older 
brother, Jamal (Ashraf Barhom), is the arro- 
gant monster you'd expect, slicing one of his 
detractors with a razor, raping whomever he 
pleases, and blasting terrible classic-rock 
anthems from his flashy sports car. (At least 
he’s funny. When Bassam suggests that he 
talk things out instead of resorting to 
violence, Jamal huffs, “You mean like Oprah? 
Oh, you had a bad childhood? Me too! Let’s hug 
it out.”) Besides Bassam, there’s only one 
Arab character worth rooting for, and he’s 
practically a martyr: Fauzi (Fares Fares) is 
a freedom-fighting reporter who’s been 
tortured for writing the truth. 

The problem isn’t that Khaled, Jamal, and 
their inner circle give Arabs a bad name. This 
is ashow about a dictator and his family, after 
all—they’re not supposed to be saints. The 
problem is that so far they’re stock charac- 
ters. Maybe that’s an unfortunate side effect 
of setting the show in Abbudin, a distant des- 
ert land that seems to borrow its real-life 
events from Egypt, Syria, and Libya. When 
you give your country a fake Middle Eastern 
name, you risk turning it into a stand-in for all 
Middle Eastern countries. 

To be fair, the Americans are pretty 
unbearable too. And that might be the whole 
point: When Bassam’s daughter complains 
that getting her hand painted is “patriarchal,” 


The problem 
isn’t that 
Khaled, 
Jamal, and 
their inner 
circle give 
Arabs a bad 
name. The 
problem 

is that so 
far they’re 
stock 
characters. 


or the son brags that he’d get treated like 
royalty if there were a terrorist attack, 
they’re such ugly Americans, you kind of 
want to force them to stay in Abbudin 
forever. (What is up with Homeland staffers 
and annoying teenagers? Dana Brody 
obviously taught these kids the art of the 
brow furrow.) Still, it’s a shame that even the 
wife comes off as unsympathetic, especially 
when she threatens to divorce Bassam 
because he won't tell her what he’s thinking. 
After 19 years of marriage to a man whose 
father massacred innocents, she’s just now 
realizing that he has secrets? 

If there’s one thing that saves Tyrant, it’s 
Bassam. By the end of the pilot, he’s not the 
boring, all-moral hero that he seems. Rayner 
brings a certain quiet intensity to the role, one 
that suggests Bassam isn’t just worried about 
his father’s behavior—he doesn’t quite know 
what he’s capable of himself. At this point, we 
don’t quite know either. Raff once said that 
the idea for Tyrant was inspired by Syrian 
president Bashar al-Assad, who was hailed as 
the Western-educated savior of the people 
before eventually being denounced as a killer. 
And the pilot’s final scene hints that we might 
get to see Bassam devolve in a similar way, 
which would be compelling to watch. With so 
much attention focused on this American 
series set in the Middle East, Tyrant is already 
an important show. Now it just has to prove 
that it’s also a good one. B= 
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8:16 PM 


.@mysticbenzo | love — — 
Ezra! Cried when he Se 
got shot #PLLchat ; { j 

8:36 PM 


Guys things are about 
to get cray. #PLLchat 


8:10 PM 
-@Briezanna Don't 
worry. Mona always 

| has something up her 
sleeve... #PLLchat 


W @JMEILANIXO 
JANEL PARRISH | ACTRESS 
MONA | PRETTY LITTLE LIARS 


7:59 PM 
Here we go! #PrettyLittle 
Liars Season 5 starts 
now! Tweet me your 
questions at #PLLchat 


Building the #PLLarmy 


EW jumpsinto the trenches of the ABC Family series’ 
social-media war room. LYNETTE RICE 


Sure, it’s not much to look at—just beige carpeting, a wall-mounted 
TV, and a standard-issue conference table—but every Tuesday 
evening this unassuming space in ABC Family’s Burbank head- 
quarters transforms into the Pretty Little Liars war room, where 
half a dozen or so social-media mavens harness the power of 
2.2 million Twitter followers. 

On this particular night—the season 5 premiere—ABC Family's 
vice president of marketing, Danielle Mullin, and her team are froth- 
ing up fans with homegrown hashtags like #EzraAwake and a visit 
by cast member Janel Parrish (a.k.a. Mona), who’s answering 


Summer 
TVon 
Twitter 


Here it comes..major 
| moment... #PLLchat 


8:44PM 
Freaking out yet? 


8:59PM 
Thanks for joining me 
guys! Hope you loved 
the Season 5 premier 
of #PrettyLittleLiars! 


viewer questions. “Ever since 
we saw how fans used the 
platform to talk about TV, 
our approach has been all 
hands on deck,” Mullin says. 
And that strategy continues 
to pay off: The June 10 pre- 
miere, which drew 5.8 mil- 
lion viewers, generated 42 ae 
unique trending topics and “f” 
1.04 million tweets, besting 
the recent season finale of 
The Walking Dead. “We've 
created this fantastic base 
of superfans,” says Mullin. 
“They're huge evangelists.” 


#EzraAwake 
#PLLchat 


The 


inside scoop. 
—MARC SNETIKER 


insight, whether he's 
strategizing or simply 
calling out housemates. 


Official accounts BIG BROTHER DOCTOR WHO TEEN WOLF MASTERCHEF 
aren't the only @dangheesling Grtalalay @melissaponziol @Jbastianich 

ones worthy of Fans have come to love When the Doctor It’s only natural that the As ajudge on Fox's 
second-screen season 10 winner Dan returns this August, mother-of-wolf is a huge culinary competition, Joe 
status. Follow Gheesling, whose look to Rachel Talalay— fan of the show herself. Bastianich is a fan’s direct 
these tweeters experience on BB makes the show's first female Melissa Ponzio (Mrs. line to the kitchen. He 
forigadeot for invaluable, hilarious director since 2010— McCall) keeps fans sati- answers cooking ques- 


who has been tweeting 
real TARDIS talk from 


the set during shooting. 


ated with photos from 
the set and a mastery of 
the live-tweet game. 


tions, offers surprising 
facts, and posts incredi- 
ble food photos to boot. 
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Pretty Little Liars photographs by DAVID STRICK 


Orange You Glad for 
Samira Wiley? 


Wesureare! The 27-year-oldactress turnsin one heart-wrencher ofa perfor- 
manceas tough but tender inmate Poussey Washingtonin season 2 of the Netflix 
drama. Wiley talks about serving her time on the small screen. —AMY WILKINSON 


Did you have any idea that season 2 of 
Orange Is the New Black would be a big 
one for Poussey? 

I did not. We know what’s going on in 
the season with each new script. And 
you don’t get the script until right 
before you start filming the episode. 
It was revealed piece by piece, which 
is good because I didn’t want to be 
too overwhelmed by the plot of it. 


Were you nervous about the troubled 
turn Poussey and Taystee’s friendship 
would take this season? 

I think that Danielle [Brooks] was a 
little more nervous than I was because 
she was having to be mean to me. 


You and Danielle attended Juilliard 
together. Did your real-life friendship 
make it more or less comfortable to film 
the Poussey-Taystee kiss? 

It [made] it more comfortable 
because we know each other, and we 
have a language that’s been cultivated 
over so many years. I’m sure I’d prob- 
ably feel more nervous doing that 
scene with somebody that I wasn’t 

as close to. But it is a little weird. 


You also got physical with Lorraine 
Toussaint’s Vee—albeit in a very 
different way. 

She brings it, and I’ve always been 
taught that sometimes when you’re 
an actor, when you’re working 

with someone that great, they bring 
greatness out in you. 


Poussey finally got her flashback 
scene, but we have yet to see her crime! 
It’s clever. I think maybe they’re 
saving [it]. I don’t know much 

about season 3. 


Did you speak German beforehand? 
No, I just worked my ass off. 


Were accents part of your training? 
We never specifically did German, 
but they give you some tools when- 
ever you're learning a new accent 
or phonetically learning a language. 


Did you have any input on her past look? 
The mohawk was my idea. We were 
thinking about dyeing my hair, all 
these different things. I had a 
mohawk a few years ago [and] 
remembered, That looked cute. 


IN 
LITCHFIELD 
PERSONALITY QUIZ 


Wiley answers some tough 
questions from the big house 


During a blackout, the 
inmates play a round 
of F---, Marry, Kill with prison 
personnel Caputo, Bennett, 
and O’Neill. Now it’s your turn: 


£2 2 


Caputo Bennett O'Neill 


| think | would have to marry O’Neill 
because he’s just so sweet. I’m sure 
he'd take care of me. I'd f--- Bennett 
because he’s just a f---ing cutie-pie. 
And | gotta kill you, Caputo. You're 
in there making girls hug and then 
whacking one out. That's not cool. 
I'm going to have to kill you off. 


You would spend 
your last commissary 
dollars on... 


It would be Slim Jims. | love Slim Jims. 


Which inmate would you 
least like to bunk with? 


Probably Red. Just 

because | think she’s super 
controlling. When Piper ry 

first moves in with her, ; v 


she tells her that she ie 
can’t use certain hooks! = 


Poussey works in the 
library. If you could 
have only one book in prison, 

what would it be? 


| just finished The Fault in Our Stars. 
| wanted to finish before the movie 
came out. [It’s] 
referenced in our 
show this season. 
It’s such a great 
read. Or something 
by James Baldwin. 
He's one of my 
favorite writers. 
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Photograph by RUVEN AFANADOR 


ih 


Tyler Posey 
and Dylan 
O’Brien 


MUST WATCH OF THE WEEK 


\WhattoWatch 


JUNE 23 


MasterChef 

Fox 

Call it 27 Dressings: The 
tension builds as the 
contestants prepare 

an upscale menu for 

a beachfront wedding. 


Switched at Birth 

ABC Family 

Kathryn starts to enjoy 
the perks of being a buzzy 
book author. Yes, everyone 
knows how much society 
values writers! 


The Case Against 8 

HBO 

A year later, the emotional 
doc chronicles the Supreme 
Court decision to overturn 
Prop 8 (California’s same- 
sex marriage ban) from the 
perspective of the plaintiffs 
and their legal team. 


4 


A DAY-TO-DAY 
GUIDE TO 
NOTABLE 
PROGRAMS* 


By Ray Rahman 


NS 


SERIES DEBUT 


CeeLo Green's The Good Life 
TBS 

CeeLo Green reunites 
with his old Goodie 
Mob crew for a reality 
series that smacks too 
much of Entourage. 
Sadly, CeeLo fades in 
favor of flat one-liners 
and boring antics that 
belie the musician's 
talents. Plus, sidekick 
cat Purrfect is a no- 
show. C —Nina Terrero 


JUNE 24 


Teen Wolf 


MONDAY, JUNE 23 | 10-11PM | MTV 


Sate \Mee Fans couldn’t ask for a better season opener for 
MTV’s most hypnotic—not to mention scary, 
suspenseful, and downright sexy—scripted series. The pre- 
miere has all the gusto of a summer action movie as it kicks off 
with a mission to Mexico to rescue fallen werewolf Derek (‘Tyler 
Hoechlin). Scott’s (Tyler Posey) supernatural sidekicks have Little Women: LA 
morphed into full-fledged heroes, riffing like the Avengers and Lifetime 
punching their way through a nightclub with enough stylish The docuseries has Zero ties to Louisa May Alcott's 
brio to have you cheering. (Teen wolves—they grow up so fast!) en 
The rest of the season promises to be as spooky as a slasher week serves up plenty of cheating (dietary and 
flick yet somehow still manages to find time for high school romantic) and a finger-pointing brawl, the standout 
angst, with Scott and Stiles (Dylan O’Brien) stressing over a MOE nis inave amore Us, SensliahtOne. Are T 

: a failing to seduce her man with a pork chop dinner, 
new member of the lacrosse team. In its sizzling fourth season, 
Teen Wolf has simply never been this good. A- —Marc Snetiker 


Briana Manson, 
Terra Jole, and 
Traci Harrison 


Terra takes him lingerie shopping and earns the 
dubious compliment “You look like a hot blueberry.” 
Alas, unlike the Marches, these Women come 

up short in matters of taste. C —Lanford Beard 
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WHATtoWATCH 


JUNE 25 
SERIES DEBUT 10-11PM 
8-8:30PM Series Debut Taxi Brooklyn 
Young & Hungry NBC 
ABC Family 8:30-9PM As far as premises go, this one sounds 
The sitcom centers ona Mystery Girls like it was composed via Mad 
foodie who becomes ABC Family Libs: A cop and a cabdriver team up 
the personal chef for a Jennie Garth and Tori to catch bad guys in the Big Apple. Yet it actually 
wealthy tech wunderkind— Spelling star as 90s comes from Europe. NBC has taken the Luc 
and then falls for him. TV actresses who Besson-scripted French action comedy Taxi and, 
A tale as old as time! reunite to solve real remarkably, Americanized it into a pretty spry 
crimes. Hope police procedural. A lot of the credit goes to the 
SEASON PREMIERE everyone at the chemistry between stars Chyler Leigh (the Brooklyn- 
Elijah Wood 8-9PM Peach Pit After raised detective) and Jacky Ido (the French-born 
Big Brother Dark is okay! cabbie), who stay charming even when the story 
SEASON PREMIERE CBS dips into self-seriousness and cliché. Also promis- 


10-11PM 


“Now with less casual 


ing is the pilot’s use of New York itself, weaving 


x 

S 

z Wilfred racism!” declares SERIES DEBUT in the city’s quirks and characters the way 

8 FXX anervous CBS exec... 10-11PM good cop shows should. Totally worth a ride. B+ 
a Many questions have who really hopes Best Bars in America . 

3 always surrounded there's less casual Esquire Jacky Ido andl 
yi this show. Why can racism this year. The show begins its tour _ Chyler Leigh 
Z only Ryan (Elijah in Portland, where the 

Wood) understand SERIES DEBUT most popular drink order 

& the titular dog Jason 9-10PM is “Hey, is it cool if 

z Gann)? And is this Million Dollar | bring my bike in here?” 

a supposed to be Listing Miami 

= funny? Okay, so only Bravo 10-11PM 

g two questions, really. How the other half sweats. Graceland 

= As Wilfred begins its USA 

8 final season, the pre- 10-10:30PM The gang hunts down 

= miere hints it’s almost Duck Dynasty a bus line that 

ia ready to answer the A&E smuggles contraband 

& first one. As for the No. 1 among viewers who into the country. 

= second one, well... B can't find their remote. Sponsored by Amtrak. 


clean-dry-fresh 


KEEP TAT 


DUaT SHOW ERED” 


FEELING 
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WITH NEW ALWAYS DAILIES LINERS. 


Stay fresh morning, noon and night with these flexibly thin liners. 
Try it for a week, and feel the difference for yourself! 


always 


always 


*vs. Always Thin™ © Procter & Gamble, Inc., 2014 
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JUNE 26 


‘ 
| 
-~ 
a 
‘ 
Steve 
chneider 
8:25-10PM 
Hey Bartender 
Showtime 


Raise your orange-peel-rubbed glass to this doc, 
which promises to track the rise of the craft 
cocktail. Focusing on an ex-Marine and a former 
bank exec who turned into rock-star “mixologists,” 
the film is a friendly (and familiar) portrait of the 
hotshot-bartender era, with commentary from 
Danny Meyer, Amy Sacco, and Graydon Carter. 
The backstories behind New York’s famous bars 
are interesting, but the question of how drinking 
evolved from a pastime into a high art remains 
mostly unanswered. If you’re looking to under- 
stand how egg whites found their way into martini 
glasses, you won't find it here. B- —Melissa Maerz 


JUNE 28 


oldwyn and 
Molly Parker 


8-10PM 

Outlaw Prophet: Warren Jeffs 

Lifetime 

And you thought Fitz had problems. Scandal prez 
Tony Goldwyn further unleashes his inner baddie 
as real-life disgraced polygamist-sect leader “Uncle 
Warren” Jeffs—currently serving a life sentence 
for child sexual assault—in this tepid biodrama. 
Prophet works best when the always watchable 
Goldwyn gets to work his smarm, but the movie 
gives awfully short shrift to its stellar supporting 
actors (Martin Landau, as Jeffs’ father, and House 
of Cards’ Molly Parker, as the most prominent of 
the leader's alleged 80 wives). Jeffs’ shocking 
exploits could have easily filled a long-form mini- 
series, yet the choppy 90 minutes afforded to this 
story weakens the overall impact; it’s like watching 
a really blah episode of Big Love. C —Jason Clark 


JUNE 27 


9:45-10:15PM 
Girl Meets World 
Disney 
For millennials hoping that this Boy 
Meets World spin-off is aimed at 
them...it’s not. Save for earnest 
performances by Ben Savage and Danielle Fishel, 
Girl is missing the heart and humor that made 
the original 90s series so beloved. And while star 
Rowan Blanchard (as Cory and Topanga’s daugh- 
ter, Riley) shows the kind of comedic promise her 
TV dad Savage did at her age, her supporting- 
cast peers are generically interchangeable. GMW 
does improve significantly after the pilot, but it 
has yet to recapture the warm spirit that made 
BMW shine. B- —Marc Snetiker 


8-9:45PM 

Zapped 

Disney 

Zendaya stars as a girl who 
finds that a smartphone 
app can magically control 
boys. | always knew Siri 
was up to something! 


SERIES FINALE 
9-10PM 

Rake 

Fox 

Rake leaves. 


9-11:30PM 


Danielle Fishel, August 
Maturo, Ben Savage, 
Rowan Blanchardjand 
Sabrina Carpenter. 


4 


Great Performances at 
the Met: La Boheme 
PBS 

Because every now and 
then it’s good to watch 
a drama that doesn’t 
have the words real and 
housewives in the title. 
check local listings 


| 10:01-11PM 
¥ Crossbones 
\ , NBC 


Blackbeard plans to wreak 
havoc in Jamaica, putting 
a damper on all the 
honeymoons at Sandals. 


Yea 


JUNE 29 
8-10PM 10-11PM 
BET Awards 14 The Leftovers 
BET HBO 


Chris Rock hosts, while 
smoothies like Usher and 
Lionel Richie perform. 


SERIES DEBUT 
9-10PM 

Reckless 

CBS 

The legal drama follows a 
Charleston, S.C, city attor- 
ney and a Yankee litigator 
who have the hots for each 
other. Your move, Suits! 


SEASON FINALE 
10-11PM 

Penny Dreadful 
Showtime 

No more Eva Green on 
my TV? The horror! 


SERIES DEBUT 
10:30-11PM* 

Vicious 

PBS 

Sirs lan McKellen and Derek 
Jacobi play lovingly bicker- 
ing partners in a London 
flat. Just typing that made 
me feel more cultured. 

check local listings 


Two percent of the global population 
mysteriously vanishing feels like not 

enough, because let’s be honest: You'd 
need at least 20 percent to get shorter bathroom 
lines. Still, on HBO's big new gambit, enough people 
disappear to demonstrate the existence of a higher 
power. As a result, the town of Mapleton is existen- 
tially bummed—particularly a police chief (Justin 
Theroux) who's left to deal with a rebellious daugh- 
ter and a creepy cult. “There’s this level of surreal 
where these people don’t really live in the world 
that I live in,” says showrunner Damon Lindelof, who 
guarantees real drama with sci-fi sprinkles sure to 
have fans of his last show, Lost, debating questions 


Amanda Warren, 
ON Frank Harts, 
and Justin Theroux 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


EntertainmentEVENTS 


ENTERTAINMENT 
WEEKLY & ABC 


Entertainment Weekly and ABC 
celebrated the 2014 New York Upfronts 
at an exclusive VIP event. ABC's biggest 
stars were in attendance, including 

the casts of Nashville, Modern Family, 
Scandal, as well as talent from ABC’s 
upcoming series Selfie, Fresh Off 

The Boat, and Manhattan Love Story. 
Guests enjoyed Strongbow Gold Apple 
Hard Cider courtesy of Heineken and 
Breyers® Gelato Indulgences™. 


CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT: Chaley Rose and Sam Palladio; 
Scott Foley; Eric Stonestreet, Juliette Lewis, and Tony 
Goldwyn; Viola Davis with Entertainment Weekly’s Matt 
Bean and Melissa Mattiace; Guests sipped Strongbow Gold 
Apple Hard Cider; Felicity Huffman; Will Chase and Chip 
Esten; Judd Hirsch enjoys gelato provided by Breyers. 


Scratch 
and sniff 


: or H 20r = 
13437 43m07 


Confessions of rw 
A Former : oe 
- z = 2 
Phishhead | es 
y Morrison. 7:30 PM. a S a 
As Phish prepare to release Fuego, Wed. Aug. 7.100 oP S a 
their first studio album in five wo cana, potties, siconel, comarns O49 
‘ . No vending, camping OF 
years, an EW writer examines the . SH x 
enduring appeal of the jam- [ | 5 5 é 
rock gods—and reflects on the roots j Madison Square Garden ~ a = 
a oe high uo et pHeE- com: F Mon., Deo. 29, 1997 7:30 PM. z . o 
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2 Y3IMOlL 


SA RULE, I do not care for 
jamming. Whenever it 
happens during a concert, 


pair of hemp shorts? With fresh ears and a 
deep sense of history, I dove in. 

The Phish albums I loved, especially 
I suddenly become the 1996’s Billy Breathes, served primarily as 
Emperor from Amadeus: sketches for the real experience, the shows. 
“Too many notes!” That But Fuego is the opposite: a studiously 
wasn’t always the case, Fuego constructed play for classic-rock transcen- 
though. Despite my early punk-rock indoc- ROCK dence that feels bigger, brighter, and cleaner 
trination, scrawling Clash lyrics on my GEMP) than anything else they’ve ever done. Listen- 
seventh-grade-French binder and dressing ing, I realized my interest in Phish has 


like Joey Ramone, from 1995 until 2000 I BEST TRACKS flipped; today I’m way more fascinated by 
was a total Phishhead. I tracked set lists, DEVOTION the culture surrounding the band than what 
traded bootleg tapes, argued over different TO A DREAM they have to say musically. That’s not a 


A bluesy CCR- 


versions of “Chalk Dust Torture,” and esque shuffle knock on Fuego, which is largely great, but 


replaced fwith ph in my AOL profile. no product they release will ever be able 
That’s not remarkable in and of itself, but THE LINE to match the scope of their impact as a 
since I was also straight-edge at the time A surrealistic juggernaut that hosts its own festivals and 


(meaning I eschewed all drugs and alcohol), PE 
the so-called “scene” didn’t particularly 
interest me—mostly because it seemed 
more about selling grilled cheese sand- 
wiches to pay for hash than unlocking the 
secrets of “Wilson.” But as any Phishhead 


inspires devotees to build minor cities in 
amphitheater parking lots. It’s always been 
about more than just four dudes telling sonic 
jokes to each other, which is something I 
never fully grasped when I was frantically 
tracking down the legendary bootleg from 


DRUM CIRCLE: TIM MOSENFELDER/GETTY IMAGES; TICKETS, PHISH: COURTESY OF FUNSTAR (4) 


worth his puka-shell necklace knows, the A1992 Providence ’94. I didn’t outgrow Phish— 
main draw of the band has always been publicity shot Phish outgrew me. 

the live shows. They took the tradition of lois 

the Grateful Dead and added pre-Internet 
nerdiness: There were code words, refer- 
ences embedded within references, even 
a mythological rock opera that never got 
performed. For an obsessive kid who loved 
getting lost in the minute details of every- 
thing from film noir to French existential- 
ism, Phish offered another universe to 
conquer. I couldn’t understand why people 
would get stoned at Phish shows—to me, 
the only real way to experience the band 
was to be completely alert at all times, just 
in case an audience chess move broke out 
or drummer Jon Fishman decided to solo 
on the vacuum cleaner. 

My Phish phan-dom waned once I got to 
college, primarily because the women I 
wanted to date were not into them. (Priori- 
ties.) “Free” still showed up on my iPod 
every so often, and I once put the back half 
of “My Friend, My Friend” on a mixtape for 
somebody and told her it was Steely Dan, 
but I was essentially living a Phish-free exis- 
tence. And so were the band’s members: 
After 2004’s Undermind, they took an 


extended hiatus, returning only to record 
2009’s Joy. With the arrival of Fuego, their ? a j g * 
first release in five years, I wondered: Would 


tito fee em 
new material reawaken my desire to own a 
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REVIEWS MUSIC 


SINGLES SWAP 


EW recommends songs similar to the ones you already love 


EARTH, WIND & FIRE 
“Shining Star” 
Deathless disco-boogie classic practically 
straps on its own roller skates. 


MAZZY STAR 


“Five String Serenade” 
Nineties slowcore idols deliver 
jangling beauty, sung in the key of sad. 


© 


MAC MILLER 
“Loud” 
Frat-rap kingpin professes his fondness 
for ladies, codeine, high decibels. 


ELIZA DOOLITTLE 
“Skinny Genes” 
Saucy U.K. songstress lets a man know 
it’s not his mind she loves him for. 


*- 


ALT-J 
“Tessellate” 
Mercury Prize-winning Brits turn obscure 
math term into shivery indie anthem. 


=) 


JUNGLE 
“Time” 
British upstarts echo funky forefathers, 
update with happy-robot shimmies. 


MIREL WAGNER 
“Oak Tree” 
Finnish folkie subtracts jangle, keeps the 
gorgeous allergic-to-sunshine gloom. 


G-EAZY FEAT. A$AP FERG 
“Lotta That” 
Cali MC also enjoys abundance, with extra 
cred (Drake and Lil Wayne are fans). 


A OW 


MEGHAN TRAINOR 
“All About That Bass” 
Nashville starlet celebrates her curves 
with handclaps and doo-wop stomp. 


FRACTURES 
“Won't Win” 
More falsetto and pretty syncopation, 
bathed in breakup tears. 


Ed Sheeran 


POP (ATLANTIC) 
By Melissa Maerz 


When youre a sweet, talented redhead who’s as cute 
as a Muppet, you’ve gotta play to your strengths. Ed 
Sheeran knows that. On his Grammy-nominated 
debut, +, the British singer-songwriter nailed the part 
of the squishy-hearted romantic who'll do anything not 
to get friend-zoned. But he must’ve learned something 
from Taylor Swift, who tapped him to open for her Red 
tour last year, because on x (pronounced “multiply”), 
he’s finally getting angry, taking aim at a pop-star 
girlfriend who slept with another guy: “It’s not like we 
were both on tour,” he sings on the refreshingly blunt 
bass-and-drums-driven “Don’t.” “We were staying on 
the same f---ing hotel floor” Oof. 

Sheeran doesn’t name names, but knowing that 
“Don’t” could be about famous rumored exes Ellie 
Goulding or Selena Gomez underlies how his image has 
changed. He’s a big star now with a hit single—the 
white-boy-funky “Sing”—and he’s not that innocent 
anymore. Working with producers Rick Rubin and 
Pharrell Williams, who bring out a bluesier, broodier 
side of his folk-pop, he’s dropping F-bombs, admitting 
to “smoking illegal weed”—even flirting with rap on a 
few tracks, including “The Man,” a heartfelt rant about 
love and fame that recalls U.K. garage act the Streets. 
These little rebellions don’t make him edgy, but they 
feel more honest than the gooey, light-of-a-thousand- 
stars ballads he’s known for. (See also: “Tenerife Sea,” 
on which he gushes over the way a girl does her hair.) 
Don’t worry if you prefer the kinder, gentler Sheeran, 
though: The fact that he needs to remind us that weed 
is “illegal” suggests that he’s still a good boy after all. B 
+ BEST TRACKS Don't « Sing 
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Haturally Flavored with Other Natural Flavors 
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Turn up your water with a squeeze of natural fruit flavor*  aMmaLias 
Zero calories. 32 delicious servings per bottle. : 


Visit us on Facebook for a chance to win daily prizes and flavor your own beats. ( Ex 
PE VASIN 


*Contains no juice. NO PURCH. NEC. 50 US/DC 18+. VOID WHERE PROHIB. Ends 9/30/14. For rules, entry periods, prizes, odds, and all details, visit 
http:/Awww.facebook.com/dasani. Sponsor: The Coca-Cola Company, One Coca Cola Plaza, Atlanta, GA 30313. ©2014 The Coca-Cola Company 


The Wisdom 
Of Ice Cube: 
Quiz Yo Self 


Professor Ice has been delivering verbal 

pearls since his NW.A days. But can you tell 
aclassic Cube lyric froma line out of one of 
his movies? Take our test. -LEAH GREENBLATT 


If you hi j 
Hollywood, they annidice te bs ee 


thought they could just meand —— makin’ rap 
the boys 
tame this pitbull, playin'with =| AY[_]| Money 
b t | k h t our toys. = 
Uu now WNad B® | 10th grade. 
the game is. 
nL lm gonna 16 fe would 
Nobody | , needa be differen 
& know got 6) nate ! motha- | if raid 
killed in South him. rm 5 cq f---in’ A , a bitch. 
Central L.A. , 
mol tawce | AO] takngto | go] cere | gy 
| agood day. him. When = g 
He Re | Fe shut crazy. 
the f--- up, 
et I couldn’t Chickity- 
follow the plan check yo 
® AGE ae ieee self before 
ont dency... Black 
— make the Kesiny He fing 5) you wreck 
ta player, @Q 330 cubic broke to be yo self. 
wt. Hie Biever inches of Republican. He 
|| make | V-8 power, 
the clothes. | #2(| sucka. 
Re B It’s on like 1B Watch your 
Donkey one 
There’ you wear 
a Shcisiet of : Kong. | Coppertone. 
| ead 8 You'd rather A A 
sd ere. . 
f | gotta do is put see me in % = oad 
ee my name on it. AO | pee 


Me | ule Lorenzo "i 
|| rollingina Ain't nobody king of 


ree ule the street! It’s all about 
s | of El Niftio? | survival. It’s all about 
| This is The best q UW gettin’ yours. It ain't 
AL F Negro. o A ae % | about takin’ no chances. 
Is health. be . Oy, 

MGT down tere. | Sonn yoursett And it damn sure ain't 
andletme | #9L1| playa about jeopardizing your 
tap that Rf whole motherf---in’ crew. 
ass. mi 


ANSWER KEY 1.45 “It Takes a Nation” (2008) 2.4 “It Was a Good Day” (1993) 3. Friday After Next (2002) 

4.® All About the Benjamins (2002) 5. Next Friday (2000) 6.% Are We There Yet? (2005) 7.% 21 Jump Street 
(2012) 8.41 “F--- Tha Police” (1988) 9.43 “Until We Rich” (2002) 10.3 “Now | Gotta Wet’Cha” (1992) 11. 22 Jump 
Street (2014) 12. “Bop Gun” (1994) 13. “Check Yo Self” (1993) 14. Boyz n the Hood (1992) 15. “A Bird in the 
Hand” (1991) 16.* Trespass (1992) 17. “Pushin’ Weight” (1998) 18. “Smoke Some Weed” (2006) 


JIMMY SCOTT 
1925-2014 


A Jazz 
Iconoclast 


When “Little” Jimmy 
Scott—a rare genetic 
condition earned him 
the nickname—died 
in his sleep at his 

Las Vegas home on 
June 12 at 88, the 
man Madonna once 
called “the only singer 
who makes me cry” 
left behind a legacy as 
beautiful and sad and 
strange as his voice. 
Born third in a family 
of 10 and orphaned 
by age 13, the Cleve- 
land native went on 
to record with artists 
from Charlie Parker 
to Lou Reed, and 
sang at both Dwight 
Eisenhower’s and Bill 
Clinton’s inaugura- 
tions. Label troubles 
led to a career lull in 
the ’70s and’80s, 
and he took a series 
of menial jobs—fry 
cook, busboy—until 
an early-90s resur- 
gence brought work 
with Reed and an 
unforgettable cameo 
in Twin Peaks’ series 
finale. For Scott, the 
song was always the 
thing: “If it tells a 
story, and I’m inter- 
ested in the story,” 
he told EW in 1996, 
“then it’s a go.” 
—Leah Greenblatt 


MORE ON 
EW.COM For a 
playlist of some 


of Jimmy Scott's most 
memorable songs, go to 
ew.com/jimmyscott 
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The Silkworm 


Robert Galbraith 
MYSTERY 
By Thom Geier 


F THERE WERE any doubt that J.K. Rowling has 
put away childish things since concluding her 
beloved Harry Potter series seven years ago, 
consider the grisly description of the crime scene in 
her new mystery, The Silkworm: “A carcass: trussed, 
stinking and rotting, empty and gutted...like a 
slaughtered pig.” Even Voldemort might show more 
restraint. The victim is a pompous, third-rate novelist 
named Owen Quine whose final, typewritten manuscript 
describes just such a death—and also includes libelous 
fictional versions of all the potential suspects: his more 
successful literary rival, his chain-smoking agent, his 
boozy editor, his closeted publisher, his mousy wife, and 
his shrill mistress. 

As in last year’s Cuckoo’s Calling, which Rowling also 
wrote under the name Robert Galbraith, London private 
detective Cormoran Strike must outmaneuver the Metro- 
politan Police to crack the case, working with his pretty 
young protégée Robin Ellacott (who's sadly given little to 
do this time around aside from pout about her irksome 
fiancé, a hometown love who disapproves of her calling). 

Rowling’s gift for characterization is evident in Strike. 
The illegitimate son of an aging rock star, the hulking 
36-year-old bruiser is an Afghanistan war veteran with a 
prosthetic right leg and the sleuthing skills of an ex-military 
cop. But he has an appealingly squishy sensitive side, too. 
He’s still smarting from his busted engagement to a posh 
former model—and struggling to suppress his nascent 
interest in Robin, “the only female in Strike’s life who 
seemed to have no desire to improve or correct him.” 

Rowling casts a wickedly satirical eye on the publishing 
world (“They love their bloody lunches, book people,” 
notes Strike at one point) and even throws in a dig at the 
News of the World phone-hacking scandal whose victims 
included the author herself. But despite the modern setting, 
references to texting, and frank depictions of sex and 
violence, both Strike books are stubbornly old-school in 
structure: In each, our hero assembles the suspects in one 
place for a Poirot-like speech of elementary deduction. 
Though the revelation of whodunit may be conventional, 
Rowling spins a compulsively entertaining yarn. B+ 
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REVIEWS 


Tote This! Ten Great 
Summer Paperbacks 


Noone wants toluga hardcover to the beach. Luckily, there are some 
literary gems out in paperback and one-readers. The best news? Their 
digital prices dropped, too. STEPHAN LEE 


1. The Patron Saint 
of Ugly 


This wildly imaginative 
novel centers on a young 
woman who becomes an 
unlikely and reluctant saint 
able to heal other people's 
skin ailments. 


2. The Astronaut 
Wives Club 
The wives of the Mercury 
Seven astronauts became 
‘60s icons in their own 
right. Their true stories 
make for a lovely, nostalgic 
summer read. 


3. Claire of the 
Sea Light 


In glorious prose, Danticat’s 
novel brings alive the resi- 
dents of a coastal Haitian 
town after a spirited 

young girl disappears on 
her seventh birthday. 


4. Double Feature 

Ou g 

Stephen King’s younger 
son goes for laughs over 
scares in his first novel, 
which features a filmmaker 
struggling to emerge from 
his father’s shadow. 


5. Book of Ages 


Lepore's fascinating bio— 
about the relationship 
between Benjamin Franklin 
and his sister Jane—reveals 
what life was really like for 
women in the 18th century. 


6. She Left Me 
the Gun 


In this memoir, a journalist 
delves into her dead moth- 
er’s past. What she finds is 
shocking and unforgettable. 


7. Longbourn 
Jo Baker 


Pride and Prejudice is retold 


from the point of view 
of the servants in this 
delicious, Downton-y tale. 


8. Red Joan 

Jer tooney 

This romp of a historical 
novel is inspired by Melita 
Norwood, the British 
woman who was outed as 
a KGB spy at the age of 87. 


9. The Signature 
of All Things 
Eat, pray, what? Gilbert's 
novel about a peripatetic 
botanist reminds us that 
she’s first and foremost 
a fiction writer—and a 
good one. 


10. We Need 
New Names 


NoVi 


10 


In her stunning debut novel, 
Bulawayo tells the story of 
a young girl immigrating 

from Zimbabwe to the U.S. 
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f who will be left 
when the doors 
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New from New York Times- 
bestselling author 


RIDLEY 
PEARSON 


A RISK AGENT NOVEL 
The latest international 
thrill-ride from the New York Times- 
bestselling author finds 
and 


in Istanbul, the exotic 
“city between two worlds.” 


—Booklist, starred review 


FRIDLEY 


‘Peng 
ON SALE NOW 
| 
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The Last 
Magazine 


Michael Hastings 
NOVEL 


Michael Hastings was a celebrated 
journalist and foreign correspondent 
who covered the Iraq War for News- 
week, but he was most famous for his 
2010 Rolling Stone profile of Gen. 
Stanley McChrystal, which forced 
the man to resign from his position as 
the commander of U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan. Hastings, who died ina 
car crash last June, published three 
nonfiction books, including J Lost My 
Love in Baghdad, which was about his 
fiancée Andi Parhamovich, who was 
killed in 2007 when her convoy was 
ambushed in Iraq. After his death, 
Hastings’ wife, Elise Jordan, discov- 
ered the manuscript of this bleakly 
humorous novel on his computer. 
The Last Magazine is fiction, but it 
is narrated by an ambitious news- 
magazine intern who shares the 
author’s name. The book’s other 
main character, A.E. Peoria, is a for- 
eign correspondent who achieves 
fame for covering the war against 


Saddam Hussein. This pair allows 
us two vantage points from which to 
view a semifictionalized media as 
they bungle the coverage of the Iraq 
War and its aftermath. Near the end 
of the book Hastings-the-character 
describes his bosses as “a bunch 
of clueless a--holes, egotistical, 
vainglorious, pompous, insecure, 
corrupt—you get the picture, right?” 
and by that point we have. Even 
Hastings’ dream of following in the 
footsteps of Peoria is an empty one. 
Peoria is a boozy whoremonger who, 
despite his success, is at the mercy 
of his superiors after he writes a 
story that embarrasses them. Over- 
shadowing everything is the fear that 
the Internet may render the maga- 
zine’s reporters akin to “a blacksmith 
in the days of Henry Ford’s assembly 
line...or a poet in 1991.” 

Did Hastings-the-author lard 
his own experiences with comedic 
flourishes? We hope so, and certainly 
readers can enjoy the result as an 
out-and-out satire. But those familiar 
with the magazine biz will recognize 
the authentic whiff of life between 
the covers—even if the editors at 
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY are, of 
course, much nicer than the fiction- 
alized journalists depicted here. B+ 
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SEE: PATRICIA WILLIAMS 


The Rise & Fall of 
Great Powers 


Tom Rachman 
NOVEL 
By Stephan Lee 
In his dazzling 2010 debut, The Imperfection- 
ists, Tom Rachman dissected the decline of 
print journalism through the prism of a 
beleaguered newspaper, with each chapter 
focusing on a different staffer. Though his 
second novel is just as structurally inventive, 
the narrative sags with too many good ideas. 
Tooly Zylberberg’s life story comes in 
three segments: as a child in the ’80s, as a 
young woman in Manhattan in the 90s, and 
as the hard-drinking owner of a Welsh book- 
store in 2011. Rachman braids the timelines 
together, and as a reader, you see Tooly’s 
upbringing the way she does: confusing and 
shrouded in mystery. The constants in 
Tooly’s childhood are unreliable parental fig- 
ures such as an elderly Russian book collec- 
tor and a magnetic con man. In her memory, 


these people loom large, but when she revisits 
them as an adult to make sense of her past, 
the outcome is heartbreaking. There’s no 
denying Rachman’s gift for juggling complex 
story lines and characters. But while Imper- 
fectionists was lean and incisive, Rise & Fall 
feels sluggish and bloated. B 


The Arsonist 

Sue Miller 

NOVEL 

When the first house burns down 
in the middle of the night in the 
sleepy New Hampshire hamlet of 
Pomeroy, it seems like an unfortu- 
nate accident. When two more go up in flames within 
the week, it's clear where The Arsonist gets its title. 
Miller (The Senator's Wife) is expert at detailing the 
charms and vagaries of small-town life: the dynamic 
between fussy, fancy “summer people” and saltier 
year-round residents; the fact that nobody's busi- 
ness goes unnoted. But her main focus is Frankie, a 
foreign-aid worker who returns to her childhood 
summer home from Nairobi the same night the fires 
start. Frankie’s ambivalence about her life path, her 
struggle with her aging parents, and her romance 
with the town’s newsman are evocatively told. But 
her inner world, like the true identity of the arsonist, 
remains just out of reach. B+ —Leah Greenblatt 
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Your Fathers, Where Are 
They? And the Prophets, 
Do They Live Forever? 
Dave Eggers 

NOVEL 


Dave Eggers once made people 
cry, or at least feel. You wouldn’t 
know it now. While | enjoyed his polarizing 2013 
technothriller The Circle, his new novel only 

fuels his critics’ chief complaint: that his hand has 
become heavier than his heart. Your Fathers— 
composed entirely in dialogue—centers ona 
troubled thirtysomething man who kidnaps, one 
by one, seven people (plus a dog) to..talk. Ina 
series of conversations, the kidnapper uses (a) his 
friend’s untimely death and (b) NASA's diminished 
ambitions to illustrate that young American lives 
today lack a sense of purpose. He makes his 

point loudly, but the belabored message would've 
better served a short story than this 200-plus- 
page hammer to the head. B= —Ray Rahman 
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MR. MERCEDES 
Stephen King 

For the second year ina row, 
the prolific novelist is adhering 
to the two-per-year publishing 
model. This very Kingian pulse- 
pounder about a mass murderer 
debuted at No. 2. His next novel, 
Revival, is slated for Nov. 11. 


MIDNIGHT IN EUROPE 
Alan Furst 

The historical-thriller master 
returns with another European- 
set page-turner (No. 4), which 
pits a ragtag group of rebels 
against the agents of Adolf 
Hitler and Francisco Franco on 
the precipice of WWII. 


CHINA DOLLS 
Lisa See 

In her latest novel 
(No. 7), the best- 
selling author of 
Snow Flower and 
the Secret Fan writes about 
three young Asian-American 
women whose lives are 
changed by racism and para- 
noia in the wake of Japan’s 
bombing of Pearl Harbor. 


THE VACATIONERS 
Emma Straub 

There’s nothing more addictive 
than a darkly funny dysfunc- 
tional domestic drama. Straub’s 
novel—set 
during a fraught 
family vacation 
in Mallorca—is 
pretty much the 
perfect beach 
read (No. 10). 


Fa 
WATIONERS, 


SOURCE: The Indie Bestseller List for the week 
ending June 8, 2014 
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Holler If 
Ya Hear Me 


BROADWAY 


UPAC SHAKUR’S best songs 
have a narrative built into them, 
so the idea of creating a jukebox 
musical—or at least an iTunes 
musical—out of the late hip- 
hop legend’s catalog must have 
seemed natural. And there are 
moments in Holler If Ya Hear Me that connect 
theatrically, such as the energetic song-and- 
shimmy routine around a purple Cadillac to 
“California Love” and the male chorus’ tag- 
teaming on the raps in “If I Die 2Nite.” 

But Shakur’s bulletins from the periphery of 
the 1980s and ’90s urban jungle were mostly 
self-contained, too slender to support or advance 
a larger, more ambitious story. The script, by 
Todd Kreidler, is a confusing muddle involving 


Ari Groover, Donald 
Webber Jr., Afi Bijou, 
and Muata Langley 


mostly interchangeable young black men in an 
unnamed Midwestern city who plot revenge on 
a neighboring gang that has slain the upright 
brother of one of their own. Oddly, that killing— 
which triggers the to-rumble-or-not-to-rumble 
plot—happens off stage. 

Also left off stage: all members of that rival 
gang, the racist cops who are frequently rapped 
about, and pretty much any character develop- 
ment. There’s a perfunctory love triangle fea- 
turing the comics-drawing ex-con John (Saul 
Williams) and his drug-dealer pal Vertus (the 
soulful Christopher Jackson). But sultry-voiced 
Saycon Sengbloh, as the woman who flits 
between them, appears to exist solely to justify 
including the hit “Unconditional Love.” (Don’t get 
me started on the underuse of the divine Tonya 
Pinkins as Vertus’ dear mama.) Tony-winning 


director Kenny Leon is a newbie to Broadway _ | 


musicals, and it shows in his awkward staging. 
Wayne Cilento’s choreography, which could 
help bridge the story’s gaps, often seems like an 
afterthought. The whole thing makes you want 
to holler. (Tickets: Ticketmaster.com) 


MORE NEW 


OPENINGS 


The Country 
House 


In Donald Margulies’ 
astute Chekhovian 
meta-comedy (bound 
for Broadway in the fall), 
Blythe Danner and 
Scandals Scott Foley 
star as successful actors 
who share a home 
in the Berkshires while 
doing summer stock. 
(geffenplayhouse.com) 
—Jake Perlman 


When We Were 
Young and 
Unafraid 


Cherry Jones leads a fine 
cast as an ex-nurse 
who runs a B&B outside 
Seattle in 1972 while 
rearing her teen daughter 
and sheltering women 
from abusive men. It’s 
kitchen-sink realism with 
a dated feminist edge 
and types instead of 
characters. (mtc-nyc.org) 
—Thom Geier 
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a 
Kanye got booed at 
Bonnaroo. To be 
fair, they were 
a a the greatest boos 


: of all time. 
hi ea 


The photo was reportedly 
delayed due to incessant growling 
and roaring. “She just 
wouldn't stop,” sighed Chewbacca. 


On The Karate Kid's 
30th anniversary, we still 
don’t know how 
Mr. Miyagi could afford 

all those cars. Turns out not all 
great TV competitions 
involve Jeff Probst. 


Aquaman? Everyone 
knows that Dothraki 
don’t do water. 


~_ battle of 
the season. 


ell : Our new favorite 
U inmate is a Kevin Costner revisits the 


Yo 


¥ the CY=Yere) py | total badass. And original Field of Dreams. 
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your reality . OS ae she wouldn't Mary McDonnell. 


read The Fault 
in Our Stars. 
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J Better put some 
frozen carbonite on that 
ankle, Han. 
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There's fun, and then 
there’s Jack Antonoff’s 
other band— 


What 
which is really fun. atever name 


‘ you're using, we’re just 
glad you're back. 
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Taylor Swift gave a needlepoint to Ed 
Sheeran. She later claimed, “No, 


oe Ebhh, we give it two out 
the stitching isn’t about him, | swear.” Dragon training and drug of ie seasons. 


busting? Not a bad weekend 


to be a Jonah Hill sequel. 
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